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1 ORAL VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA|, 1 APPEARANCES
2 produced as awitness at the instance of the 2 (Continued)
3 Plaintiffsand duly sworn, was taken in the 3
4 above-styled and numbered cauise on May 22, 2006, from 4 FOR FLUOR ENTERPRISES d/bja FLUOR
5 10:12 am. to 3:14 p.m., before Stephanie Barringer, 5 GLOBAL SERVICES:
6 Certified Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of 6 L""&g‘fllisgégldgccs'ap P
7 Texas, reported by stenographic means at the offices 7 3400 JP Morgan Chas% Tower
8 of Fulbright & Jaworski, 1301 McKinney, Suite 5100, . 300 ;fa\/i ? Stfee; 0023006
Lo ouston, | exas -
9 Houston, Texas, pursuant to the Texas Rules of Civil Fax: 713-223-3717
10 Procedure and the provisions stated on the record or 9 Telephone: 713-226-1200
10
1 attaghed he.reto. . ] 11 FOR DEFENDANT BP PRODUCTS NORTH AMERICA, INC.:
12 Since this deposition has been realtimed and you 12 Mr. Tony Brown
13 may bein possession of arough draft form, please be " E’;’(‘J‘;‘-}g‘c’géﬁb'g;mderv Powel & Apffel
14 aware that there may be a discrepancy regarding page P. O. Box 629
15 and line numbers when comparing the realtime draft 14 EHV?O%H% ggxfi5757553-0629
. . ax: - -
16 andthefina transcript. Also, please be aware that 15  Telephone: 409-763-2481
17 therealtime screen and the unedited, uncertified 16 -and-
18 rough draft transcript may contain untranslated 7 Ms. Cynthia DeL aughter
19 steno, amisspelled proper name and/or nonsensical 18 Fulbright & Jaworski
20 English word combinations. All such entries are 1 h%%;’:)"ﬁ@g’(‘gﬁgigg’o%
21 corrected in thefinal certified transcript. There Fax: 713-651-5246
22 also may be persons receiving the realtimed feed 3(1) Telephone: 713-651-5151
23 outside of the deposition room, but the reporter has 22 \VIDEOGRAPHER:
24 given this access only to known attorneys of record 23 Mr. Scott Hamilton
25 and/or their experts. gg
Page 3 Page 5
1 APPEARANCES 1
g 2 INDEX
3
4 FOR PLAINTIFFS JAIME ANDREADE, ET AL.: 4
5 PAGE
> Brent oo 6 JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA
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7 3550 Fannin 8 Signature Page .............cco....
Beaumont, Texas 77701 Court Reporter's Certificate ..................
8  Fax: 409-833-4483 9
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13 Mr. John Werner 15 335 Paintiffs Notice of Intention 8
M. Doug York to take the Deposition of Joseph
14 Reaud. M organ & Quinn 16 Runfolawith Subpoena
801 Laurel Street Duces Tecum
15  Beaumont, Texas 77720-6005 17
Fax: 409-833-8236 336  Resume of Joseph James Runfola, 15
16 Telephone: 409-838-1000 18 BPISOME01924729 through
17 BPISOME01924730
18 FOR DEFENDANT JE MERIT: 19
19 Mr. Joshua Anderson 337  Organizational Chart for the 29
Ebanks, Smith & Carlson 20 West Plant, BPISOM00126944
2 ﬁg&’ E";HOUS‘O” Center through BPISOM 00126945, and
21 Houst 0n° T'Q;‘aesymlo 21 BPISOM 00128800 through
Fax: 713-333-4600 BPISOM00128801
22 Telephone: 713-333-4500 22
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Page 6 Page 8
1 EXHIBITS 1 160 Barracuda, Hitchcock, Texas 77563.
(Continued) 2 Q. Areyouamarried man, sir?

g 3 A. Yes, Sir.

4 EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION PAGE 4 Q. Kids?

5 338 Interview of Joseph Runfola 105 5 A Yessir.

taken 8/30/05, BPISOM00078898 6 Q. What does your wife do?

6 through BPISOM 00078949 7 A. Sheisahousewife.

7 339 Leter fromBill Ralphto 119 8 Q. Doyougo by JJ?

o peoiMeemecs o A Myfiendoca me s

B D1 SOMOOL 75250 thr ough S 10 Q. Mr. Runfola, we've asked you to come up

9 BPISOM 00175321 11 heretoday to give us testimony regarding our
10 12 investigation into the BP plant explosion March,
11 13 2005. And you're in attendance here today pursuant
12 14 to asubpoenaduces tecum and in that regard |
13 15 first want to attach it to the record today as
ig 16 Exhibit 335 and ask afew questions of you
16 17 regarding the subpoena.
17 18 (Exhibit Number 335 marked for
18 19 identification.)
19 20 Q. (BY MR.COON) There were anumber of
20 21 thingsthat we asked to be provided to us before
g 22 your deposition today and from other witnesses that
P 23 we havetaked to, the general deal has been that
24 24 the witnesses have gotten in touch with the
25 25 attorneysfor BP and they have procured documents

Page 7 Page 9

1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: On the record 1 responsive to the subpoena. So in that regard,

2 May 22, 2006, at 10:12 am., beginning Tape 1. 2 haveyou done anything to look at the subpoena or

3 (Witness sworn.) 3 been told what was attached and the things that you

4 MR. COON: Okay. Beforewe begin 4 needed to help them round up responsive to the

5 thequestioning, Counsel, | assume we have the same 5 service?

6 agreement as with other depositions, the witness 6 A. Could you repeat that and speak up? My

7 will sign? 7 earsare popping from the elevator here.

8 MR. BROWN: Yes. 8 Q. We have the subpoena attached to this

9 MR. COON: And inthe event we 9 deposition notice --
10 don't receive asigned copy, we can utilize an 10 A. Right.
11 unsigned at trid, if necessary. 11 Q. -- andit asksto produce certain
12 MR. BROWN: As per the Rules. 12 documents, statements, other things that would be
13 MR. COON: And abjections asto 13 relevant to the discovery, so thefirst question we
14 form and response, as per the Rules? 14 haveof youis. Haveyou looked at the subpoena or
15 MR. BROWN: Yes. 15 talked to the attorneys about the subpoenato
16 JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA, 16 produce documents responsive?
17 having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 17 A. To produce document -- | don't understand
18 18 what you are asking.
19 EXAMINATION 19 Q. Okay. Haveyou -- have you met with the
20 Q. (BY MR. COON) Good morning. Could | 20 attorneysregarding your deposition today?
21 haveyou introduce yourself to the ladies and 21 A. Yeah.
22 gentlemen who may be watching your testimony by 22 Q. Okay. Havethey given you acopy of
23 videotape by stating your name and address, please, 23 what'sin front of you as Exhibit 3357
24 d§ir? 24 A. Yeah. They gave me acopy of the
25 A. My nameis Joseph James Runfola, 25 subpoena.
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Page 10 Page 12
1 Q. Okay. Didyoulook at it to see the 1 Q. (BY MR. COON) Okay. Well, that's
2 types of things that we wanted you to bring to the 2 probably some communication issues between BP's
3 deposition or produce before your deposition? 3 attorneys and yoursdlf, sir. | am not blaming you
4 A. | wasn't required to bring anything to 4 or faulting you, but we have asked the witnesses to
5 thisdeposition. 5 look at the subpoena and help the attorneys get the
6 Q. Okay. Didyou meet with the lawyers 6 information that was requested. So we
7 about any documents that you may have in your 7 understand -- as | understand what you are saying
8 position, e-mails, statements, anything of that 8 today isthat the lawyers did not effectively
9 nature? 9 communicate to you that they needed you to
10 A. Theonly thing | looked at was a 10 personaly look at the subpoena and round up the
11 statement that | made, | don't know five, six 11 documents to the extent you knew of the existence
12 months ago. 12 of some?
13 Q. Okay. Didyou meet with the lawyers or 13 MR. BROWN: | am going to object
14 anyoneto discuss what it was that you needed to 14 totheform and instruct the witness not to discuss
15 try to round up that may be responsive to the 15 what hetalked to the lawyers about.
16 subpoena? 16 MR. COON: We can move on.
17 MR. BROWN: Counsdl, I will -- 17 Q. (BY MR. COON) Okay. Wewill move on.
18 MR. COON: If wewill -- 18 Mr. Runfola, before you came to
19 MR. BROWN: -- represent on behalf 19 the deposition today, did you have an opportunity
20 of the defendants that we have collected 20 to meet with attorneys regarding the subject matter
21 Mr. Runfola documents responsive to the subpoena 21 of your testimony today?
22 and have produced them to plaintiffs counsel. 22 A. Could you please repeat that? | am
23 Q. (BY MR.COON) Okay. Soyou haven't 23 sorry.
24 personally worked with the lawyersto try to find 24 Q. Yes, sir. Canyou not hear me or
25 out what it isthat we were asking to produce and 25 understand?
Page 11 Page 13
1 arerelying onthelawyers? | am just trying to 1 A. Yeah, | am having ahard time hearing.
2 find out because typically the witness has |ooked 2 When | came up in the elevator my ears pop, and |
3 at the subpoena, understood what he was to produce 3 dowork in arefinery so, | mean, kind of speak up
4 and help thelawyersdoit. Andif thiswasa 4 alittle bit, please.
5 circumstance where y'al did it for him, fine. | 5 Q. Before you cameto your deposition today,
6 just need to know whether or not he's been involved 6 did you meet with the lawyers regarding what it was
7 in helping get those documents. 7 that you would be testifying about?
8 A. | amnot sure | understand what you are 8 A. Yes
9 asking, but they gave me this subpoena. 9 Q. Could you tell us about how many times
10 Q. Yes, dir. 10 you met with them and the amount of time involved
11 A. Told methat | was going to be here today 11 ineach meeting?
12 to make adeposition. 12 A. | have met with them twice, and it was
13 Q. Okay. 13 probably acouple of hours each time.
14 A. Okay. They asked me some questions about 14 Q. Okay. And have you reviewed any
15 astatement that | made. That's awritten 15 documents, e-mails, statements, reports, studies,
16 statement. 16 anything elsein preparation for your deposition
17 MR. BROWN: Wait. Don't talk 17 today?
18 about what you have talked to the lawyers about. 18 A. Only the statement that | made previous,
19 That's privileged attorney/client communication. 19 likefive, six months ago.
20 Correct meif | amwrong, but I think heisjust 20 Q. Andwho wasthat statement given to?
21 asking: To your knowledge have you produced all 21 A. Joe Dekelaitawas one of them, and |
22 documentsthat are listed in the subpoena as far as 22 can't remember the lady's name. Oliver, | think,
23 documents to be produced. 23 washer last name.
24 A. | wasn't required to produce any 24 Q. Wehave acopy of one, and we will mark
25 documents. 25 another copy once we make one, but does that ook
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Page 14
like the statement that you gave in the past?

A. Neiderhofer. It looks like my statement.

Q. Okay. Haveyou looked at the -- any
other documents the final fatal report that BP
generated last year, the OSHA reports, the CSB
report, any of those things?

A. | believe |l may have skimmed over the
first report that came out and, you know, and the
very last final report, | kind of glazed over it;
but | really haven't paid too much attention to it
to be honest. It's just something | am trying to
put behind me.

Q. Haveyou talked to any of the other
witnesses who have given deposition testimony in
this case about what was discussed in the
depositions, or have you been told what other
people have said in their depositions?

A. No.

MR. COON: Counsel, we have a copy
of the August -- it looks to be the August 30,
2005; and the best | can tell in looking at it, the
one that we received is actually aregenerated
transcript. If you look here the page lines seem
to be more compressed than the original statement.
| don't know if there is another one out there that

OCO~NOUIDWNPE

Page 16

A. Thisappearsto be my resume.

Q. Widll, if you want to refresh your memory
by referencing that, fed free to do it; but the
next thing | need to ask you isto walk us through
your educational background and then your work
history. Sofirst let's go back to your
educational background going through high school
and college. Can you briefly summarize that for
us?

A. Sure. | dropped out of high school asa
junior. | got my GED. The following semester |
went to Alvin Community College. Atthetimel
thought | wanted to be an air-conditioning tech and
decided that wasn't for me. And so | went to work
for Brown & Root, | guess -- | don't -- it was back
in the mid to late '80s and | went -- | was working
at Amoco and | started out as a green helper, not
knowing anything in the instrument department.

Q. Which plant was that?

A. TexasCity refinery.

Q. Okay.

A. Okay. Andso | started taking classes
for instrumentation. | took afew courses at
College of the Mainland and then later on went to
San Jac. | probably have -- | probably have enough

©Co~NOUAWNE

Page 15

has each page blocked out. It is numbered here.

It looks like it was given in a deposition format,

but I am going to use this one unless you guys know
there is another onethat is the original and we'll

just reference this and | will attach one once we

get another clean copy at the break. Okay?

MR. BROWN: Sure.

Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, the interview
statement that you told us about a few minutes ago
isonethat is dated August 30, 2005. Isthat
consistent with about the time that you gave the
statement?

A. 1just haveto agree, yes, because |
really don't remember the exact day | gave the
statement.

Q. Haveyou given adeposition before?

A. No.

Q. Aspart of the subpoenatoday, we asked
to have produced a copy of your personnel file and
it included your resume, and | want to tender that
to you as your next exhibit.

(Exhibit Number 336 marked for
identification.)

Q. (BY MR.COON) Thisis 336 to your
deposition. Thisisaresume that you prepared?

Page 17
courses in instrumentation and electrical to make
two certifications. And that's pretty much my
educational background.

Q. And haveyou actualy received a
certification?

A. No.

Q. Haveyou received any additional training
in your field since going to work at BP Amoco?

A. Yes

Q. Canyou tell usthe genera types of
training that you get and the areas that it
involves?

A. Theinstrumentation training was
basically review of what | have already had, | have
aready experienced; but | have been given some
pretty good electrical training on MOVs, relay
logic and motor controls. And they have courses
that are taught by selected instructors from BP.
They teach at College of the Mainland. We can get
on our computer in our intranet and sign up through
VTA for training courses.

Q. Haveyou had experience with the DCS
systems?

A. Yes

Q. Haveyou received any training on the DCS
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Page 18 Page 20
1 systemsfrom the manufacturers? 1 startups, shutdowns. | worked with the mechanical
2 A. No. 2 group. Werebuilt compressors and pumps.
3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 3 Soinitially | was hired there as
4 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, do you have 4 aninstrument fitter to bend tubing but since it
5 additional experience with just generic -- what | 5 wasresearch and we were dl like one small family,
6 will call generic process safety management, not 6 | assisted with al the other disciplines. That's
7 specific to instrumentation? 7 wherel started learning instrumentation and
8 A. Canyou ask that again, please? 8 électrical, how process units started -- shut down.
9 Q. Yes, dir. 9 And | did some research projects for four different
10 Do you have some general 10 groups of engineers and basically their job wasto
11 understanding as to process safety management in a 11 develop polymer specifications that was requested
12 genera context, not just instrumentation but just 12 by certain companies.
13 inthegenera context of PSM? 13 And other times -- Mont Belvieu
14 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 14 wasthe mother of that, Exxon Mont Belvieu. When
15 A. | have general knowledge of process 15 they would have problem with their reactors, we
16 safety, but not necessarily how a particular 16 would call them chunking up, they would start
17 process unit works. 17 plugging up, they would send samples of their
18 Q. (BY MR. COON) Haveyou had any training |18 catalysts. And wewould try to find, basically a
19 or education with respect to the rules and 19 cure. They would try to find a catalyst that would
20 regulationsin process safety management from 20 turnaround their process upset.
21 either the API or the department of energy or OSHA? |21 When | left Exxon BPC, | went to
22 A. BP hastheir own policies and procedures 22 Lyondell Channelview.
23 that wefollow. Now, | don't understand why -- | 23 Q. What year was this, ballpark?
24  mean that would be -- | would imagine that they 24 A. Man, | amreally bad with dates. | can
25 would base their policies on that. 25 giveyou chronological order; but | can't really
Page 19 Page 21
1 Q. Okay. Thisisnot anything that you have 1 giveyou dates.
2 been personaly trained in to know and understand 2 Q. Okay.
3 what federal regulations or state regulations may 3 A. | don't really pay attention to dates too
4 beasthey relate to process safety management? 4 much.
5 A. Yes, wehavetraining on Title Five and 5 Anyway, | went to work for
6 that coversalot, but there are policiesthat in 6 Lyondell Channelview and | was an instrument fitter
7 training that we receive that, you know, that 7 thereand | ran tubing for an entire group of
8 inform of of new environmental regulations. 8 instrument techs. And sincel wasreally good at
9 Q. You know enough about process safety 9 running tubing fast, | would tube up the
10 management to know that it's critical in the 10 instruments for them and they would let me do the
11 petrochemical industry? 11 calibrations. | did alot of troubleshooting,
12 A. Yes 12 boiler management systems and vibration, fin-fan
13 Q. And that failure for acompany to 13 systems.
14 exercise competent process safety management 14 Different techs had different
15 procedures and techniques puts people at risk? 15 responsibilities. There was another tech who was
16 A. Yes,itcan. 16 incharge of tank farm, so | did alot of level
17 Q. We skipped over -- before you went back 17 controlswith him. Hedid Varec level controls.
18 to Amoco, just walk us, kind of, briefly through 18 And there was other techs that were in charge of
19 the other placesthat you worked before you ended 19 therefrigeration section. And because al the
20 up back at Amoco. 20 hydrocarbons werered light, al the valves would
21 A. When | left Amoco, | went to work for 21 freezeup. Sol had alot of problems with the
22 Exxon BPC whichisapolymer research. They make |22 valvesfreeze up. We had to do alot of steam
23 polypropylene and polyethylene, and there | worked |23 tracing and stuff like that.
24 with people of al disciplines & E techs, 24 And from, let's see, Lyondell
25 electricians, operators, which | assisted with 25 Channelview, I've worked at Bayer in Baytown. |
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Page 22 Page 24

1 worked there as an instrument foreman on a boiler 1 A. Let'ssee. | wentto Chocolate Bayou. |

2 that they installed. 2 think it was Equistar. | was running conduit for

3 | have worked at GB Bioscience, 3 analyzers. And then after that, | went to Valero

4 Uvaldeand|-10. That was a-- that wasa 4 andtherel was an | & E tech contract; but | worked

5 mechanical integrity project. What we did was 5 withVaerosideby sideintheir I&E. | worked

6 researched their old documentsto put together 6 thereabout nine months.

7 instrumentation loops and red line P& 1Ds. And we 7 And what | failed to mentioniis,

8 would basically write procedures for safety 8 inbetween all those jobs | probably dug ditches,

9 critical instrumentation. 9 welded garbage Dumpsters. Whatever it took to make
10 And | also worked at Lyondell 10 it. I'veworked for James Davidson at one point in
11 Citgo and that was a mechanical integrity project. 11 time. Wedid high masslighting for the Hardy
12 Andwedid alot of P&ID walk downs because they 12 tollway, the Sam Houston tollway and the 1764.
13 werelacking alot of documentation. They actually 13 Q. Inlooking over your resume, sir, there
14 had equipment out there that didn't have any 14 was-- it appeared there were alot of different
15 equipment numbers whatsoever. So | had to 15 contractorsat alot of different job sites. So |
16 determine what the equipment numberswereby new |16 takeit you have a pretty well rounded experience
17 and old P&1Ds because in some cases they would 17 working for different contractors and have
18 split the units and make them into other units. 18 acclimated to the customs and habits of alot of
19 Anyway, on top of that job, we did 19 different petrochemical plants. Would that be fair
20 nomenclature for SAP basically naming instruments |20 to say?

21 and equipment. They had little acronymsthey would |21 A. | amnot sure | understand the last part
22 wanttouse. And, let's see, onejob that | am 22 of your question. Say that again.
23 really proud of is| worked for TASC. We were 23 Q. Okay. You haveworked at alot of
24 subcontracted under Kent US. It was a Saudi Aramco | 24 different petrochemical plants over the years?
25 project that ABB got. And basically we built and 25 A. Right.
Page 23 Page 25

1 assembled one of the largest DCS and PLC systemsin | 1 Q. AndI takeit you have gotten used to how

2 theworld that is now in operation at Hawaii of 2 each of those plants tend to operate management

3 Saudi Aramco -- Hawaii of Saudi Arabia. But Aramco| 3 stylesand operational styles?

4 ownsit. Saudi Aramco. 4 A. Somewhat, yes.

5 But that job there started from 5 Q. What isthe overall basis of going from

6 basically they had electricians that did all the 6 jobtojob? Youwork for alot of different

7 wiring. We built the subracks, assigned al the 7 contractors at alot of different plants. Did most

8 addressesto the process cards. | assembled the 8 of thosejobsjust play out? They were specific

9 test equipment. We labeled and inspected al the 9 jobsfor aspecific time?

10 wires, simulated all the signals to and from the 10 A. That'sit, | was acontractor.

11 DCS. | actually had an opportunity to work with 11 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

12 engineering on building graphics. 12 A. | amacontractor, was a contractor.

13 | tested heavy equipment, Bentley 13 Q. (BY MR. COON) And then when did you land
14 Nevada 3500, did all the vibration and the thrust 14 over at BP Texas City? About 20017

15 bearing and the RPMs. | simulated all that with 15 A. Yes.

16 thefunction generator, oscilloscope and power 16 Q. Andwhat were you hired in -- and that

17 supply. They let me build graphics. It wasavery 17 was-- wasthat the first job you would have had
18 good learning experience which is probably what got |18 that you just call a permanent job for the on site
19 meinto my position today. 19 employer?

20 Q. Didthe DCS's systems and the Saudi job 20 A. What | failed to mention is, | spent

21 involve equipment that had built-in safety 21 threeyearsat Exxon BPC. | spent about three

22 interlocks? 22 yearsat Lyondell Channelview. And | missed one
23 A. Absolutely. 23 jobinthere. | did work at Exxon Mont Belvieu as
24 Q. Andwheredid you go after you completed 24  an |&E tech somewhere in there, and that was

25 thatjob? 25 actually the mother plant of the research center |
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Page 26 Page 28
1 worked for at 5200 Bayway Drive, research center. 1 you worked out there before at any of those units,
2 But | am not sure what you are driving at. 2 thefour units we are talking about are AU2, ISOM
3 Q. Wadll, thisjob that you had with BP Texas 3 ARU andthe NDU?
4 City, wasthat the first time you were working 4 A. Yes.
5 directly for the facility as opposed to a 5 Q. Couldyou tell us generally the types of
6 contractor? 6 thingsthat you would do on those unitsin the
7 A. Yes. 7 yearsprior to being permanently assigned there?
8 Q. Andwhen you hired on there, was that a 8 A. Wewould assist with startup and
9 union position? 9 turnarounds. We would calibrate valves,
10 A. Yes 10 instrumentation, troubleshoot loops that may have
11 Q. Wasthat through the local PACE hall at 11 needed attention during a shutdown or before a
12 thetime or OCAW hall? 12 shutdown or whatever the case may be. We helped
13 A. | hiredinthrough Certified. That was 13 them bring the units up.
14 my first union job. 14 Q. And did you have areporting supervisor
15 Q. Andwhen you went out to BP, what were 15 during that timeframe?
16 your responsibilitiesinitially? 16 A. When | was still on the turnaround crew?
17 A. Initidly | was on the turnaround crew, 17 Q. Yes, sir. Back before you were
18 and we did some capita projects, installation of 18 permanently assigned out there?
19 new instrumentation. Excuse me. 19 A. Yes, it was-- Gerald Lenning and Kevin
20 | installed aPLC inwhich | 20 Husband was the first one, but he got promoted.
21 terminated; and | did alot of running conduit, 21 Thenit was Gerad Lenning.
22 pulling wire. Beforel actually got on the unit, 22 Q. Okay. And then once you were permanently
23 they had avacuum tower project over in the 23 assigned out there, what did you do? What changed
24 pipestills and they had alot of problems with 24 with theroles?
25 making this new system work, and | actually 25 A. Wadl, | became directly responsible to
Page 27 Page 29
1 diagnosed the problem and figured out what it was 1 maintain and keep those units running safely.
2 and got the system to work, which saved them like, 2 Q. And how many people worked in your
3 | don't know, $14,000 aweek or amonth. They gave | 3 department at that time?
4 me an attaboy for it. 4 A. When | first hired in, there was -- there
5 Q. When were you assigned full-time to the 5 wasthree of us; but Kim Astin, | think he went
6 |ISOM area? 6 back to the turnaround group. And Charlie Johnson,
7 A. After | spent ayear in turnaround, then 7 hewas stepping up pretty frequently for the
8 I interviewed and became a unit technician for AU2, 8 supervisor, which left me on my own alot.
9 |SOM, NDU, and ARU. 9 Q. Who were you supposed to be reporting to?
10 Q. | think the NDU was built in, what, 20037 10 A. Leonard Morrisoniswho | did report to.
11 A. | couldn' tell you. 11 (Exhibit Number 337 marked for
12 Q. Wasit completed by the time you were put 12 identification.)
13 overinthat area? 13 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, we have next;
14 A. They were just finishing up completion. 14 what's marked as Exhibit 337. Thisiskind of a
15 Q. Had youworked in that area before, just 15 flowchart of the manageria hierarchy at the plant
16 genera I&E work? 16 starting with Willie Willis at the top. | don't
17 A. InNDU? 17 know if you have seen these before. But basically
18 Q. Yeah. 18 thisisthe West Plant hierarchy. If you look at
19 A. No. 19 thetop, you have Willie Willis and then you have
20 Q. NDU or ISOM or ARU or AU2, that area of 20 adl thealittle branches. If you look at the
21 the complex? 21 right you have Mr. Paduh. And | am just trying to
22 A. Okay. Restateyour question. Thereisa 22 get aproper flow. Butif you turn to the next
23 time conflict here. 23 pageintheright columnisalisting of the other
24 Q. Yes, sir. Before you went out in 2003 as 24 people who are on the ISOM unit and your nameis
25 apermanent assignment to the ISOM, NDU area, had | 25 listed there.
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1 A. Okay. Sowhat are you saying? 1 have had out there?
2 Q. After youlook at that. The question | 2 A. It'smy first salaried position ever. |
3 haveis. Doesthat, to the best of your 3 have been a contractor most of my life.
4 recollection, accurately reflect the chain of 4 (Brief interruption.)
5 command asit related to your department flowing 5 (Discussion off the record.)
6 back up to Mr. Willis? 6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off therecord,
7 A. | don't have this document memorized. | 7 10:46 am.
8 cantell you that, you know, Leonard Morrison is my 8 (Recess taken.)
9 supervisor. | can tell you that Ray Hawkinsisthe 9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: On the record
10 superintendent, and | knew that Willie Willis was 10 10:52 am., beginning Tape 2.
11 the West Plant manager and John Paduh was my 11 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, wetook a
12 bosses boss. | mean, it's not really important 12 break for aminute for the court reporter to handle
13 for meto know who all iswho there. 13 sometechnical difficulties, | guess; but | want to
14 Q. Okay. Didyou ever report to anyone as 14 back up on acouple of things.
15 part of the normal chain of command to anyone other | 15 First, when | talked to you awhile
16 than Morrison? 16 agoif you worked at aunion hall when you first
17 A. Yes. On late Fridays or on the weekends 17 went to work out at BP Texas City in 2001 or so,
18 when we worked, | reported to either Hawkins or 18 wasthat an IBEW hall that you worked for?
19 Breedloveor Paul Trapp or whoever wasin chargeat |19 A. | have never been associated with IBEW.
20 thetime and we would work for them. They would 20 Q. Okay. | wasjust trying to figure out
21 take care of our time and give usthe job 21 what union you worked for.
22 assignments. 22 A. IBEW is€lectrical.
23 Q. Did you work shift work out there or 23 Q. Okay. Which union would you have worked
24 pretty much straight days? 24 with out there, was it PACE?
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 A. Yeah, after | hired on at BP, | think it
Page 31 Page 33
1 A. Mostly straight days; but sometimes 1 wasafter six months, then | was able to join the
2 during startup they would need crews to work, you 2 union which was PACE.
3 know, night shift to cover the units. 3 Q. And you stayed amember of PACE until you
4 Q. (BY MR. COON) After youtook thisjobin 4 received this promotion to asalaried positionin
5 2003, did you retain that for the next two years 5 thelast year?
6 until now or has something changed? Had any 6 A. Yes.
7 additiona promotions? 7 Q. With the salaried position, are there
8 A. Wadl, to explain that question in full, 8 other incentives that come with it?
9 when | hired in BP, the day they interviewed me for 9 I've heard people talk about a VPP
10 anI&E tech, my dream and my real goal wasto 10 program. Do you have any kind of incentives
11 maintain, work on and program DCSand PLC andthey | 11 attached to your salary?
12 explained to methat if | worked hard, that 12 A. Everybody gets VPP, hourly and salary.
13 eventualy there would be opportunities to possibly 13 Q. Isthere anything else that attachesto
14 moveinto one of those groups. And so ever since 14 your position as an incentive?
15 they hired me asan I&E tech, | had been inquiring 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 with the process control group and engineerson how | 16 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you get stock options
17 to get into that group, who was hiring, what 17 or some other kinds of benefits?
18 projects were coming up and when there would be 18 A. No.
19 openings. And just within the last seven months, | 19 Q. One of thething | wanted to ask you
20 have been given an opportunity or apromotiontobe |20 before we proceeded, do you have any family members
21 aprocess control tech and thisis my fifth time to 21 that work out at BP, either in-house or contract?
22 inquireinto that job, and now | have the position. 22 A. | have -- they are actuadly distant
23 Q. Isthat asdaried position? 23 cousins of my father.
24 A. Yes, sir. 24 Q. Andwhat did they do out there?
25 Q. Isthat thefirst salaried position you 25 A. | believeoneisa-- somekind of
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1 supervisor for either ultracracker or UU3. It's 1 know that is because when | was a contractor out
2 Frank Palermo. And Steve Palermo, heis some kind 2 therewhen | very first went to work for Amoco we
3 of superintendent for heavy equipment. 3 worked there for asmall project. | think it was
4 Q. Areyou kin to agentleman named Charles 4  still Ultraformer Number 1. | don't know.
5 Runfola? 5 Q. Do you know when that unit had been
6 A. That's my brother. 6 built?
7 Q. Was he an employee or contractor out 7 A. | don't know exactly. | know it was
8 there when the explosion occurred? 8 possibly the '30s maybe, '40s.
9 A. Hewasacontractor for Merit, | believe. 9 Q. Okay. You knew that the system that
10 Q. Do you know what he did at that time? 10 attached to it wasavent stack as opposed to a
11 A. | think he was doing instrument fitting. 11 flarefor emissions?
12 Q. Do you know whether or not he filed any 12 A. To behonest | wasin charge of four
13 typeof claim associated to the explosion? 13 units. | could tell you that ARU made benzene and
14 A. | believe he has. 14 toluene. And AU2 made paraxylene. | knew that
15 Q. Haveyou ever talked to him about it or 15 1SOM made octane booster and probably hexes or
16 hisattorneys? 16 something. And NDU was -- the new gasoline unit
17 A. Wedon't really get dong that well. We 17 wasgoing to take extra amounts of sulfur out of
18 arekind of not on good terms. 18 gasoline to pass new regulations.
19 Q. | takethe answer to that question was 19 But asfar as any really process
20 "no"? 20 knowledge of how everything worked, | was doing --
21 A. No, we don't really talk that much. 21 itwasvery difficult because | had four units; and
22 Q. Okay. Inworking out at Amoco, have you 22 tolearn one entire process, if that's al you
23 received any type of capital budgeting experience 23 worked on, would take at least a couple of years.
24 where you meet and discuss budgeting issue? 24 It'svery difficult to know four processes.
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 Q. When you went out therein 2003 with the
Page 35 Page 37
1 A. Budgets are not my concern. 1 permanent assignment to work those four units, did
2 Q. (BY MR. COON) Have you ever been 2 anybody go through with you the history of upsets
3 involved in the budgetary meetings or any other 3 or other problems they may have had on any of those
4 kind of meetings that they had where they discuss 4 units. | mean, obviously the NDU had not had any
5 the capital expenditures or operational budgets? 5 problemssince it was brand-new, but the other
6 A. Not to my knowledge. 6 three?
7 Q. Haveyou had any investigations 7 A. No.
8 experience at BP Texas City? 8 Q. Did you know anything about any
9 A. Canyou clarify that, be more specific? 9 fatalitiesthat had occurred on the three units
10 Q. Yes, sir. Just investigating upsets, 10 that had already been built there before the NDU?
11 injuries, things like that that need to be 11 A. Beforethe ISOM explosion, there was --
12 reported. 12 therewasa-- therewasavalve. | don't
13 A. No, | have never been a part of any 13 remember. It wasinthe ISOM that | worked on and
14 investigation team. 14 wewashaving alot of problemswithit. And about
15 Q. Do you know very much about the history 15 thefifthtimel worked onit, | was pretty upset
16 of the Texas City facility, like when it was built, 16 becauseit would jump up and down like a
17 those types of things? 17 jackhammer. It wasreal scary. So | wastalking
18 A. No. 18 tothe operators that were in AU2 control room
19 Q. Do you know when the ISOM unit was built? |19 which controls ISOM and, you know, you have
20 A. | don't know the exact date, but | know 20 different shifts of operators. It just happened to
21 it'spretty old. 21 have been one certain shift and they told me that a
22 Q. Do you know what was there before the 22 man had burned alife there before and one man had
23 ISOM unit? 23 got severely burned because, from what |
24 A. | think it was an ultraformer. | think 24 understand, the flanges were only four bolted.
25 itwas Ultraformer Number 1. Andtheonlyreason| |25 They wasn't -- by a contractor which supposedly was
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1 Brown & Root and that they didn't put al the 1 A. Yes
2 necessary bolts. And | am not sure exactly how the 2 Q. Did you know anything about any of the
3 story went, but | think that valve was jumping up 3 other fatalities that occurred in the years past at
4 and down or something and came loose. The operator | 4 BP Texas City?
5 got sprayed, and he went to go shut off a pump or 5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
6 something and that's when he caught fire and burned 6 A. Widl, | was friends with Bo Moore who got
7 todeath. Andwhen | learned that the valve | was 7 burned up in UU3. What happened there, from what |
8 working on, that somebody had died. | was pretty 8 understand, it was a hidden danger that nobody
9 upset. 9 could have foreseen and somehow they had all the
10 Q. Wasthat still the same type of valve 10 valvesblocked in and supposedly all the bleeds
11 assembly when you were working onit, the four bolt |11 open to where there would be no pressure.
12 typevave? 12 From what | understand happened is
13 A. Let meexplain what it was. There was 13 when you have got a gate valve, you depend upon the
14 probably six to eight -- it'saflange. It has six 14 stem, the position of the stem to determine where
15 toeight holes. Okay. Supposedly the contractors 15 thevalveisreally closed. Well, sinceit was
16 that put the valvein, they put four bolts versus 16 very high pressure, | would say possibly
17 thefull six or eight. 17 2500 pounds, there was some rust or corrosion
18 Now, when | was working on it, it 18 embedded in the seat of the valve that was blocking
19 hadall the boltsinit and it was a brand-new 19 off theimmediate process danger and when they
20 valve; but the problem with the valve was that it 20 started breaking these bolts, that came loose and
21 was not theright application. It needed a-- it's 21 they got burned. Two of them died, and one of them
22 caled an equal percentage valve is what was 22 lived --
23 required by Fisher, who does valve sizing. 23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Hadyou --
24 What we had was an RFCA or 24 A. -- by any means nobody could have seen
25 something like that where we al sat down with all 25 that coming, neither could the crafts person or
Page 39 Page 41
1 the superintendents, engineers, 1& E and Doug 1 supervision.
2 Schuller, avalve specialist, and we discussed the 2 Q. Had you been in a position to observe
3 problem with that valve and we came to the 3 corrosion issues that werein the ISOM area before
4 conclusion that an equal percentage valve would be 4 theexplosionin March?
5 better because the valve was going immediately into 5 A. You canvisbly seethat they had
6 thistower and it was getting back surge pressure 6 fiberglass patches on pipesand I, myself, had
7 and then you have pressure from the pumps on each 7 discovered three major leaks in the ISOM where it
8 sdide. Soitwascausing ajackhammer effect, and 8 looked like water running out of a pipe and it
9 thisequal percentage valve would alleviate that 9 turned out to be hydrocarbon.
10 problem. 10 Q. Mr. Runfola, when you went to work there
11 And for the fact that valve tech 11 in 2001 or even at some point after you went to
12 valvethat wasin there was -- it was operating at 12 work there, were you ever made aware of the history
13  minimum pressure, but all the other valvetechsin 13 of afatality out at that plant occurring ever year
14 theunit were working just fine. It wasjust abad 14 to 18 monthsfor the last 30 years?
15 application. Sowe put aFisher valvein there 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 whichrequiresonly 30 psi of air so that would 16 A. Thefatalities| knew about | told you
17 ensurethat this valve would have no problem 17 about and | am not real big on statistics, but |
18 working. And they put the valvein there and it 18 imagine you can review the history of any chemical
19 worked great. We never had another problem with 19 plant and refinery and probably find alot of
20 it, but it did upset me that nobody had told me the 20 fatalities. Y ou know, we're not making ice cream.
21 previous history of the -- of the valve. 21 Itis pretty dangerousin chemical plants and
22 Q. Wadll, and that is something you just want 22 refineries.
23 to know for your own safety and protection if there 23 MR. COON: Objection to the
24 arethingslike that that had happened in the past, 24 responsiveness.
25 right? 25 Q. (BY MR. COON) I guessthe questionis:
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1 Did you know there had been other fatalities that 1 A. -- cdibration of new installed valves,
2 had occurred out there other than the onesyou 2 cdibration of MOVs-- MOVs contain contacts and
3 personaly knew about? 3 stuff. Sometimesthey go bad. You haveto clean
4 A. No. 4 them, repair them, replace them, whatever.
5 Q. Did you participate in any kind of 5 Instrumentation calibrations. We
6 studieson behalf of BP into the overall condition 6 havedone calibrations of critical instrumentation.
7 of the ISOM unit before the explosion in March of 7 | have-- | have done more work specifically on ARU
8 20057 8 because| worked in ARU more than | did any other
9 A. No. My jobisanI&E tech. | maintain 9 unit, but when | had the opportunity | would
10 instrumentation for operations. That's what | do, 10 replace or repair any instrument that | had the
11 orwhat | did. 11 opportunity to.
12 Q. Could you be more specific about what 12 Q. (BY MR. COON) Didyou get to develop a
13 your responsibilities are today? 13 working relationship with the people that worked in
14 A. My responsibilities today? 14 the control rooms, Mr. Briggs and Ms. Detmar and
15 Q. Yes, dir. 15 peoplelikethat?
16 A. Itistomaintain, program and repair 16 A. Absolutely. | worked very closely with
17 DCS, PLC systemsthat actually run the plant, that 17 operations, process engineering and process
18 do control safety and instrumentation systems and 18 control. | would go above and beyond my job to get
19 interlocks. But since | am pretty new to the 19 them information they needed to make instrument run
20 group, the programming and behind alot of 20 correct and troubleshoot problems that they had in
21 experiencethat | will need, as anyone that would 21 the past to help them eliminate any kind of process
22 gointo my group, | am being sent to Honeywell 22 praoblems.
23 school in Phoenix, Arizonato learn the 23 Q. Did you know anything about a project
24 fundamentals and eventually advanced controlstodo |24 that's called the project Clean Streams around
25 my job. But because of my well-rounded 25 20037?
Page 43 Page 45
1 instrumentation experience with DCSin al the past 1 A. | didn't know anything about it then. |
2 jobsand education, that's given me avery big jump 2 know very little about it now, but it is actually
3 onwhat | am doing now. 3 part of one of my projects to this present day.
4 Q. Isthisan areaof responsibility for the 4 Q. What'sinvolved in that project now?
5 West Plant or the whole facility or acertain area? 5 A. Thebest| cantell youisthey are
6 A. Actuadly, were called infrastructure. 6 putting in anew precipitator in the CAT threeto
7 And it pertains to oil movements, the docks, the 7 knock out the catalyst that hits the atmosphere and
8 environmental facility, and utilitieswhichis 8 the precipitation or condensation will be shipped
9 power to -- power distribution, steam, utility 9 from -- by apipe from CAT threeto the
10 distribution. 10 environmental facility, and we'll clean that water
11 Q. Didyou ever have an opportunity to work 11 up beforeit'sreleased to the bay.
12 inthelSOM control room before the explosion of 12 And the other part of that, that |
13 March, 2005 to familiarize yourself with the system 13 know of, is highly advanced program controlsin the
14 utilized there? 14 flaresthat have recently been installed and that
15 A. Thatwasmy -- 15 haveadready beeninstalled. It's a sophisticated
16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 16 control of natural gas and steam that enters the
17 A. --unit, yes. 17 flaresthat cleans up the exhaust going to the
18 Q. (BY MR. COON) And could you tell us 18 atmosphere so that we can get the cleanest burn
19 examples of types of things that you would work on 19 possible.
20 asitrelatesto the control room in those units? 20 Q. After there were three more fatalitiesin
21 Just kind of walk usthrough the typical day or 21 2004, the plant manager, Mr. Parus, hired in a
22 week and what you would do out there? 22 consulting company to review a number of matters at
23 A. We've done-- 23 theplant. It'scalled the Telos Group. Areyou
24 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. Go 24 familiar with them?
25 ahead. 25 A. Never heard of them.
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1 Q. Do you recal being asked to participate 1 Mangrum and Teddy, they are two elderly fellows,
2 inasurvey or give statements to anyonein late 2 they were standing around just delirious. They
3 2004 regarding attitudes, perceptions regarding 3 didn't know what happened. And they asked me where
4 safety, training, education, equipment, things of 4 am| going? What are you going to do? | told them
5 that nature? 5 1 amgoing to get the hell out of here. Follow me.
6 A. Yes, they have given us surveys to answer 6 And so we went out the back of the AU2 maintenance
7 from time to time, maybe once or twice ayear. 7 which isout the east side we crossed the catwalk
8 Q. Do you have any recollection asto 8 and we started heading across the AU2 flair yard
9 whether or not you particularly participated in 9 becauseit was-- now it isfenced in but it was
10 thisTelos Group survey in late 2004? 10 wideopen. And Teddy was hurt. He was limping.
11 A. | can't-- | can'ttell you for sure. 11 Hewas holding hisback and leg and | offered to
12 Q. Haveyou ever heard about that before 12 help carry him, and Charles Abernethy had him on
13 today? 13 oneside and one of the other two guys had him and
14 A. No. 14 we al made off together. Once we got to the end
15 Q. The Telos Report? 15 of theflare yard, we figured we had ran far
16 A. 1don't know what Telos represents. 16 enough, but there was still explosions going on as
17 Q. | want to turn our attention for afew 17 wewererunning.
18 minutes, if | can, to March 23, 2005. And could 18 Q. Wereyou aware that the ISOM unit was
19 youtell us--just start the day. | takeit you 19 down at thetime?
20 wereworking that day? It was, | believe, a 20 A. Yeah, it was down for aturnaround.
21 Wednesday. 21 Q. Had you been involved in working on that
22 A. | couldn't tell you what day it was. The 22 turnaround?
23 best | can remember of that day is right after 23 A. Previousto the turnaround, we had tested
24 lunch | was sitting with Randy Epler and Howard 24 critical instrumentation, what we could test. But
25 Powell; and we werein the AU2 maintenance 25 wecouldn't test al the critical instrumentation
Page 47 Page 49
1 building, which is about 150 yards away from the 1 because there was certain instrumentation that had
2 |ISOM. In between the ISOM and the AU2 maintenance| 2 to be tested when the unit was down, otherwise we
3 building isthe cooling tower and the AU2 control 3 would trip the unit or there was a huge possibility
4 room. 4 we could shut the unit down. So we were waiting
5 And we were discussing, you know, 5 for ISOM to be shut down to test the rest of our
6 just whatever people talk about after lunch, just 6 criticas.
7 joking around. Andall | remember isseeing -- it 7 Q. Andwereyou ableto test them all?
8 waslike ablurry wave, kind of like your vision 8 A. No.
9 got blurry. And then we heard areal deep thud 9 Q. Why not?
10 that sounded like arose-torch when you light it 10 A. Theday that we were given priority to
11 up. | don't know if you have ever heard atorch 11 test the remaining criticals before the startup, |
12 light, but that's what it sounded like, but like a 12 was coming back from NDU. | had just -- was
13 giant -- well, that did have somewhat of a 13 troubleshooting some kind of instrument they were
14 concussion but it wasn't really severe but it was 14 having problems with and me and Eddie Martinez had
15 scary. And thetwo guys, they hit the floor and | 15 met ontheside of ISOM, and | said, "Well, are you
16 ranfor the locker room. And Randy wastrying to 16 ready to get those criticals?' Hesaid, "They are
17 grab my leg to pull me down because those guysknew |17 not going to let usdo them." | said, "What do you
18 what wascoming. | didn't. And | ran for the door 18 mean?' Hesaid, "Scott Yerrell said they are not
19 and when | opened the door, that's when the 19 going to let usfinish testing the criticals, that
20 explosion hit and half -- half of that safety glass 20 they are going to start the unit up and run it."
21 that'sgot thewiresinit disintegrated in my 21 S0 at that point in time Eddie and
22 face. Andl inhaled -- all | seen wasthis huge 22 | went to Leonard Morrison and told him the
23 black cloud. Everything got black. | coughed up a 23 situation and Leonard said he would take care of
24 ot of crap. 24 it, and he said to go to ARU because ARU was redly
25 And | ran outside, and David 25 thebulk of our work. That unit was down, and
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1 therewasalot of work going on. They were 1 you were going to work on some critical
2 replacing towers. They were putting a whole new 2 instrumentation while it was down and you were told
3 lineof instrumentation in, valves, darms. There 3 by Mr. Yerrell that they were starting the unit up?
4 wasalot goingin ARU. We had to beinvolved in 4 A. That was not the day of the explosion.
5 it 5 Q. Okay.
6 Q. Mr. Runfola, in your statement you were 6 A. That was-- | don't know maybe two or
7 taking to the people who were asking you questions 7 threedays prior. We had tested maybe five or six
8 about abacklog of repairs that was aready out at 8 criticasasaguess, but we had -- | think we had
9 thelSOM unit. Do you recall what you were talking 9 half the criticals tested and there was the other
10 about, what the backlog of repairs for that unit 10 half that needed to be tested, required the unit to
11  would have been? 11 be shut down so we wouldn't shut the unit down in
12 A. Backlog? 12 the process of testing the criticals.
13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 13 Q. Didit frustrate you that the company had
14 A. Theonly backlog would be something that 14 made the decision to start the unit back up without
15 | may have worked on and made amental noteof ora |15 you and your crew having an opportunity to complete
16 maintenance note of in my little black books where 16 theinspect involved in critical instrumentation?
17 | kept notes of things that we may have worked on, 17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 but we couldn't repair it or we were waiting on 18 A. Yes, it upset me.
19 partstorepair it. That would be the only thing 19 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you complain to anyone
20 asfar asabacklogthat | could recall as my 20 about that?
21 menta -- or something that | personally wrote 21 A. Yes, wecomplained to Leonard Morrison.
22 down. 22 Q. Doyou know if Mr. Morrison took this
23 Q. (BY MR. COON) When you talked to your 23 upstairsto anyone else?
24 supervisor that morning, Mr. Morrison, regarding -- 24 A. | don't know.
25 maybe | need to back up some. 25 Q. Didyou fed that they were putting the
Page 51 Page 53
1 Y ou said you guys were going out 1 unit people at risk in starting the system back up
2 tocheck some critical -- safety critical systems 2 without completing the critical instrumentation
3 or something. What were you trying to look at that 3 tests?
4 day? 4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 5 A. They were putting everybody at risk.
6 Q. (BY MR.COON) Wasit critical darms? 6 Q. (BY MR. COON) Had you had those kind of
7 A. Areyou talking about the day | met Eddy 7 problemsin the past working out there at other
8 Martinez? 8 units--
9 Q. Themorning of the explosion. 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 A. Themorning of the explosion | really 10 Q. (BY MR. COON) -- or even at the ISOM?
11 don't remember. All | remember is after lunchwhen |11 A. Inthepast --
12 the explosion happened. | remember | was probably | 12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
13 workingin ARU. | wason standby for ISOM if they |13 A. Inthe past they had started units up
14 needed anything just standby for AU2 or NDU, but 14 without I&E, and it came apoint in time to where |
15 thebulk of our work wasin ARU. ARU isprobably |15 got upset and | threw the work orders down in front
16 four timesthe size of ISOM, and there was an 16 of operationsand | told them, do you know what?
17 extreme amount of work going on there. 17 You start these units up and shut them down without
18 Q. But you told me awhile ago you were 18 |&E you canrepair them without I&E. And | went
19 going to work on some critical instrumentation at 19 and took that to my supervisor, Leonard Morrison,
20 thelSOM. 20 and asometime after that like the next time they
21 Did | misunderstand you? 21 started up ARU or shut it down they started
22 A. When? At what point in time? 22 involving I&E. They started getting us more
23 Q. That day. 23 involvedinit, and thiswas prior to the
24 | thought earlier in your 24 explosion.
25 testimony you said that you went over to the ISOM, 25 Asyou can imagine, it was my unit
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1 and| take prideinwhat | do and | wanted to make 1 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
2 surenot just criticals, but all the 2 A. | have seen, you know, some ratty looking
3 instrumentation. | worked hard and especially in 3 instrumentation. For example they had a proximity
4 ARU. | replaced alot of new instrumentation. | 4 switch wired to avalve, which is something that |
5 put some new applicationsin ARU that solved level 5 could haverepaired if given the timeto get the
6 problemsthat they don't have any moreto help keep 6 part. | have seen fiberglass patches on piping and
7 theunit on spec and to keep it from having upsets. 7 asyou know | have discovered three mgjor leaksin
8 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did it frustrate you 8 thelSOM. So, yeah | was concerned about it.
9 working out there in dealing with the management 9 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you ever address those
10 aboveyou in getting the things that you needed to 10 with other people in management?
11 doyour job effectively? 11 A. Absolutely.
12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 12 Q. Who were the people that you attempted to
13 A. They gave mewhat | needed to do my job 13 gototry to get their attention to fix some of
14 effectively, but | wanted test equipment that was 14 these problems that you observed?
15 certified to test equipment according to 1SO 9002. 15 A. | addressed whoever was supervision in
16 | waswanting to test instrumentation as | learned 16 AU2at thetime. It could have been Breedlove. It
17 from other places that were actually 1SO 9002 17 could have been Charlie Logan, Scott Yerrell. |
18 certified and that requires certified test 18 addressed Ray Hawkins, Willie Willis.
19 equipment. 19 Q. Didyou get the impression that it was
20 But that doesn't stop me from 20 just going in one ear and out the other or that
21 doing my job. | mean, with my experience, you 21 they had other pressures to keep the units running
22 know, | cantell if you thistest equipment is 22 or keep the budgets down. Did you get any read on
23 working good or not or the chances of it being 23 why it was they wouldn't respond as they should
24 inaccurate. And asfar asthe unitsthat | worked 24  haveto your concerns?
25 on, it'snot extremely critical on most 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
Page 55 Page 57
1 applicationsto have, you know, precise test 1 A. Wedll, Willie Willis and Ray Hawkins, when
2 equipment but it would be nice. But there are 2 wegot those guys, when they came on our units,
3 other units out there that have high pressure, very 3 they were doing alot to fix the unitsup. They
4 hazardous material like alky three that, you know, 4 were coming out of their way to discuss issues with
5 | would aimost guarantee that they are using 5 us, and they would follow up on an issue if you
6 certified test equipment and that they are, you 6 gavethemanissue. They would come out of their
7 know, following all the procedures. 7 way to talk to you.

8 Q. (BY MR. COON) With respect to the ISOM 8 Q. (BY MR. COON) If you were getting that
9 unit, you told us earlier it was one of the -- | 9 type of response, then why wasiit that there was so
10 think you described it was the older unit. It had 10 much deferred maintenance and problems out at the

11 alot of problems, didn't it, with maintenance just 11 unit?

12 intermsof its condition? 12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 13 A. My jobisn't coordinating maintenance.

14 A. | don't know asfar as problems with 14 If | seeaproblem inthe units, | would tell

15 maintenance. | know asfar asmy job, | didn't get 15 operations. | would tell asuperintendent if they
16 torepair and work on al the things that | would 16 werearound. | would tell my supervisor. | would
17 haveliked to have done because | felt it needed 17 notify another 1& E tech because we didn't always
18 morework in some areas. 18 get the same work orders. | would pass on

19 Q. (BY MR.COON) And, infact, I think you 19 information to another tech. Hey, you know, this
20 had described in your statement that you felt the 20 iswhat | found with that instrument. 1f you get

21 |ISOM was apiece of junk? 21 thejob, you'll have an idea of what's going on. |
22 A. Absolutely. 22 wasn't really into planning or coordinating or what
23 Q. Andit had -- you could visualize it 23 was going on with everything in maintenance.

24 where chunks of concrete would fall off the pipe 24 Q. (BY MR. COON) What kind of problems were
25 racks. You had seen some of that before? 25 you guys having keeping track of the critical
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1 instrumentation and the history associated with it? 1 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 2 A. Sight glassisyour primary element of
3 A. Themain problem we had was lack of 3 leve, but you have to know how to properly read a
4 documentation on ARU and ISOM and we didn't have | 4 sight glass. Just because thereisalevel inthe
5 any procedures on ARU or ISOM for testing critical 5 sight glass, doesn't mean it'sagood level. You
6 instrumentation, but that doesn't mean we couldn't 6 haveto monitor that level and if it's perfectly
7 testthem. What it -- what a procedureisisa 7 ill, thereisagood chance that sight glassis
8 combination of 1&E's job and operation's job and 8 plugged up; but if you see the level move like the
9 together it forms ajob scope so when we are out in 9 water would in aswimming pool, up and down, that's
10 thefield together, you as an operator know what | 10 agood indication that that's agood level in sight
11 amgoing to do and me asan I& E tech, | know what 11 glass. That levd inthe sight glassisyour
12 you have to do to put this equipment in a certain 12 referenceto any other instrumentation.
13 statesol cantestit. 13 Q. (BY MR. COON) Were you aware of
14 Q. (BY MR. COON) So they just left you with 14 occasions in which maintenance conditions were such
15 agap in communications? 15 that the sight glass was hard to read because it
16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 16 wasdirty?
17 A. It doesleave acertain amount of gapin 17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 communications. 18 A. Particularly in ARU and ISOM there were
19 Q. (BY MR. COON) To your knowledge, was 19 some sight glasses that were difficult to read, but
20 this something that was ever addressed with 20 they weren't impossibleto read, but they were
21 management? 21 difficult.
22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 22 (Discussion off the record.)
23 Q. (BY MR. COON) People above you? 23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, in your
24 A. Yes. Yes, we confronted them about lack 24 statement you had also lodged some general
25 of procedures and documentation. 25 complaints about the type of equipment you had been
Page 59 Page 61
1 Q. You talked about some of this being 1 provided -- I'll want to just bring afew of them
2 tracked in a database, the document? 2 uptoyour attention. Y ou were talking about
3 A. Right. 3 testing equipment that hadn't been certified?
4 Q. TheHoneywell Document and that, in your 4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
5 opinion, there was alot of instability issues 5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you recall your
6 associated with tracking information that way? 6 discussionswith the --
7 A. Yeah, Document is a software database 7 A. Right.
8 designed by Honeywell, and it was very unstable. 8 Q. Canyou lab elaborate on that?
9 Itwould lock up, and they would lose data alot. 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 Andwhen | say lose data, the data we would enter 10 A. That's going back to 1SO 9000. | was
11 asfar aswhen we tested something and what we 11 wanting to get our system of testing more up to
12 tested. Sometimeswe had to go back and retest 12 standard, today's standard in the industry, 1SO
13 thingsto re-enter the data because they lost it. 13 9000 which when you have certified test equipment
14 And supposedly there is supposed to be procedures 14 basicaly you have let's say this piece of
15 in Document and there are procedures in Document 15 equipment that is either certified and it hasa
16 for some units, but unfortunately on my units there 16 reference number. Okay. And soif you have a
17 wasno proceduresin document. 17 piece of like a gauge or something that you want to
18 Q. Okay. You asoworked on the level 18 use on instrumentation, you can compare it to this
19 indicators at the ISOM unit? 19 certified piece of equipment; and you would have a
20 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 20 traceablereference number. What | wastrying to
21 A. | worked on level indicatorsin all four 21 dowassetupinISOM it was basically aplace of
22 units. 22 documentation and a place to work, but | was trying
23 Q. (BY MR. COON) What was your observations| 23 to set up an 1&E shop in ISOM which | was about
24 with respect to utilizing these sight glasses on 24 hafway there and basically use my skillsthat |
25 thetowers? 25 had used in mechanical integrity programsthat |
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1 worked to set up critical instrumentation loop 1 I&Eissues?
2 folders and documentation. And | wanted certified 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
3 test equipment so when atech calibrated a specific 3 A. 1 would have thought that they would have
4 piece of equipment, it would go down on adocument | 4 been more organized, but that was just the [ISOM
5 and the reference number of that certified 5 unit and that AU2 maintenance area. | worked in,
6 instrument would also be documented. 6 you know, coker. | worked inaresid. | worked in
7 So if something happened, if we 7 aky three. And when | wasin the turnaround group
8 seen somekind of inconsistency with 8 and those techs are alot more organized. There
9 instrumentation, we could reference it back to a 9 wastechs out there that had certified test
10 certaininstrument. And that's basically SO 9000. 10 equipment, that had filing cabinets with documents
11 That'sthe standard of the industry. 11 init, you know, they had the equipment in the
12 Q. (BY MR. COON) What | had seenin your 12 facilities that they needed to perform their job.
13 statement you had complaints for instance whereyou | 13 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know why the ISOM
14 knew the document was unreliable and unstable. And | 14 unit tended to be this red-headed stepchild?
15 soyou just wanted filing cabinets and a place to 15 A. Wadll, it wasn't just the ISOM. It was
16 store everything? 16 all four units, and no, | don't know.
17 A. Right. 17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 MR. BROWN: Objection -- 18 A. Thebest guess| could makeisthat there
19 Q. (BY MR. COON) And you had resistance 19 wastoo much responsibility for everybody from
20 from management just getting file cabinets and a 20 maintenance to operations to management, everybody
21 platesto set up abackup system, didn't you? 21 wasunderstaffed and thereisalot of
22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 22 responsibility with four units.
23 A. | had no support from my immediate 23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know why that
24 supervisor, but | did have support from operations. 24 understaffing had occurred?
25 Actudly, I kind of went around behind his back and 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
Page 63 Page 65
1 used operationsto get this shop set up. 1 A. | don't have any idea.
2 Ray Hawkins actually purchased me a PC for I&E 2 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know if there had
3 because we werein ashop, AU2 maintenance, you got | 3  been reductionsin force out at those units through
4 pipefitters, machinist, I& E, welders. It'slike 4 atrition and layoffs and other means?
5 15 peoplefor one PC. And | needed another PC so | 5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
6 approached Ray Hawkins and he said he would 6 A. Notinthetimel wasthere.
7 purchase onefor us. 7 Q. (BY MR.COON) Areyou aware any of
8 Q. (BY MR. COON) And in addition to having 8 significant budgetary cuts that went into place at
9 toscramble and get a personal computer there were 9 BP Texas City around 1999 or 20007?
10 also | think some phoneissues just trying to get 10 A. No.
11 setup with the phone? 11 Q. Didyou know in the control room that
12 A. Yeah, we needed aphone. 12 there used to be two board operatorsin the ISOM
13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 13 area?
14 A. Asan|&E tech, you know, there'stimes 14 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
15 where you need to talk to vendors, engineers, 15 A. No. Theonly thing I know isthat they
16 whatever. And we al had to share the same phone 16 had one board operator for AU2 and one board
17 andinthe AU2 maintenance shop, they had aphone |17 operator for ISOM.
18 inoneroom and PC in the other and everybody knows | 18 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you know in the unit
19 intoday's time you need a phone and a PC right 19 where Mr. Briggs was working that day, that used to
20 next to each other. So we were requesting a phone 20 beaposition held by two board operators?
21 inthe-- that I1&E shop that | was organizing. 21 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
22 Q. (BY MR. COON) Well, whenyou cameout |22 A. | didn't know that.
23 therein 2003 with full-time responsihility for 23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you know that
24 that area, wasit surprising to you that there was 24 management had made a decision to reduce that to
25 somuch disarray and disorganization in tracking 25 one board operator over the objections of the union
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1 afew yearsprior tothisincident? 1 manua for machinists and I& E so NDU wasn't a
2 A. | didn't know that either. 2 problem. AU2, it has pretty much everything you
3 Q. Didyou know Mr. Trapp? 3 needinthe control room. It's ARU and ISOM, guess
4 A. Yeah, Paul Trapp. 4 because of their age, | don't know, but they are
5 Q. Didyou know that Mr. Trapp -- let me 5 lacking documentation severely asfar as
6 back up. 6 instrumentation and electrical. Now, they have
7 Did you know that the union filed 7 operation procedures and stuff like that and on
8 agrievance against BP in 2001 for not at least 8 certain equipment, you know. That'sreally for
9 having two board operatorsin the unit when they 9 operations.
10 were starting a unit up? 10 Q. Wadl, and with ISOM being an older unit
11 A. | didn't know that. 11 you had talked in your statement about problems
12 Q. Didyou know that Mr. Trapp personally 12 with some of the equipment like the J2 compressor.
13 requested that management provide two board 13 Doyou recadl that?
14 operatorsin the control room after the NDU system 14 A. Yes.
15 wentinin 2003? 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 16 Q. (BY MR. COON) What were the problems
17 A. | didn't know that either. 17 with the J2 compressor?
18 Q. (BY MR. COON) And did you know that that | 18 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
19 request was rejected? 19 A. Basicdly they told usthat they were
20 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 20 going to shut the J2 down or J1. | don't remember
21 A. 1didn't know. 21 which. I think thereistwo of them. ThereisJl
22 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do youthink Mr. Trappwas| 22 and J2. Which one are we talking about? Excuse
23 prudent in requesting that two board operator bein 23 me.
24 there after the NDU system wastied in to it? 24 Q. (BY MR. COON) It just saysherein your
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 statement you had said the J2 compressor was a
Page 67 Page 69
1 A. What | cantell you about Paul Trapp is 1 pieceof junk.
2 when they said they didn't have the money for 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
3 certain instrumentation, he would put his neck on 3 A. TheJ2?
4 theline and buy it anyway for me because | could 4 Q. (BY MR. COON) Yes, sir.
5 convince him that | could solve process issues and 5 A. | believe-- It isapiece of junk. |
6 unit upsets, particularly the ARU with level 6 don't think it ever worked, right. If | am not
7 applications, and he would -- he spent $10,000 on 7 mistaken the J2, let's see, it was designed for one
8 each instrument on three or four different 8 application and they re-engineered it for another
9 occasions with me convincing him that | could solve 9 application; but we had alot of problem with it.
10 solutions. 10 Wecould never get it to run right.
11 Paul Trapp, he would spend the 11 Q. Wasthere anything that could have been
12 money if he had the absolute power, and he would 12 done about it, replacement or redesigning?
13 put hisbutt on the line for it if he could. 13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
14 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know why they have| 14 A. Thebest | could understand, they had an
15 sofew reference materials for you guysin the ISOM 15 engineer come out; and we worked on it, replaced
16 unit? 16 valves, replaced instrumentation. We replaced
17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 17 hundreds of thousands of dollars on internal parts,
18 A. Reference... 18 and the guy told him, you know, there is people
19 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wdll, inyour statement 19 that use this pump for this application but it
20 you talk about there was limited access through 20 redly isn't designed for it so you are not really
21 manuas either the OEM manuals or the SOP manuals. | 21 going to get the life out of it you are expecting.
22 A. They built NDU brand new so they had an 22 Inother wordsit will run, it will do agood job
23 entirefiling cabinet with hard copies of al the 23 butit'sjust not going to last along time.
24 loops and manuals you need on NDU, okay, and before| 24 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know if they ever
25 they finished it, | requested that we get every 25 discussed just going back and re-engineering it
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1 properly? 1 basicaly the software -- if you didn't enter
2 A. No. | mean, we all hoped they would 2 thingsin exact order, it would just lock up. So
3 either do away with it or put something new in it 3 if yousaid, "Oh, no, | didn't want to click that,"
4 becauseit wasarea pain. 4 you would try to go back and click something else
5 Q. Téel me about this Loveland system. 5 itwould lock up. You would have to shut the whole
6 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 6 computer down, start it up again and re-log in to
7 A. Loveland they used on the coker which 7 thedatabase and start over. So it was real
8 when | wasin the turnaround group | went to the 8 annoying, and he thought that if we got some
9 coker and worked for alittle while and atech 9 training it may help. Wedidn't realy think it
10 showed me, you know, that they connect this 10 would make adifference. We just thought it wasa
11 Loveland calibrator to atransmitter and when they 11 pieceof junk.
12 do acalibration the Loveland records whether it 12 Q. Aot of stuff inthat ISOM unit seemed
13 passesor fails. Okay. And then they take that 13 tobeapieceof junk.
14 cdibrator and they download that information in to 14 A. There were some things --
15 Honeywell Document, the database. 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 Q. (BY MR. COON) That wasthe databaseyou |16 A. It needed work.
17 had said was unstable and unreliable? 17 Q. (BY MR. COON) The control room itself at
18 A. Yes, sir. AtISOM, NDU, AU2, ARU we 18 thelSOM, you told us earlier you were familiar
19 basicaly entered in amanua event. We would 19 with safety interlocks?
20 enteritinasyes, it passed or failed versus the 20 A. Somewhat, yes.
21 test equipment downloading the information. Sowe |21 Q. And it's our understanding there were no
22 were utilizing it, the Database, but we didn't 22 safety interlocks for the ISOM unit?
23 actualy utilize test equipment that they provided 23 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
24 forit and we weren't really using it the way it 24 A. Okay. Firstof al, | would haveto
25 was designed to be used. 25 fully understand the process of that unit, and |
Page 71 Page 73
1 Q. Did BP provide adequate training for you 1 would have to have been several years on that unit
2 andthe other I& E guys on the utilization of the 2 withtesting criticals and have some knowledge of
3 Loveland system? 3 process control to fully understand if there was an
4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 4 interlock system and how it worked.
5 A. Leonard had talked about or made attempts 5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Didyou have any dealings
6 togetustraining onit, but they had some 6 with Ms. Detmar regarding what was and wasn't on
7 problemswith turnover on the person that actually 7 the Honeywell system in there and what could be
8 took care of Loveland and Document. And | think 8 added to it with software packages like safety
9 they lost the guy that wasreally their expert on 9 interlocks?
10 it, and the person that took the -- his place, | 10 A. If weever had any gquestions or heeded
11 believethey had to go through a pretty stiff 11 any help, Bobbie was a very good source of help.
12 learning curve to figure out what was going on, how 12 Shewould go out of your way to help you with any
13 it worked and all the issues with up loading and 13 kind of problem or guestion you had and in the same
14 downloading information and why it waslockingup. |14 token, | would do the same with her. | worked real
15 There was some software issues involved withit, | 15 closewith her in operations and engineering on any
16 am pretty sure. 16 kind of problemsthey had.
17 Q. (BY MR. COON) And asaresult of al of 17 Q. Would it befair to say that with respect
18 that you guys never really got good training on the 18 toyour rolein |&E that whether a system did or
19 Loveland system? 19 didn't have safety interlocks or should or
20 A. No. Wedidn't, but other techs have. 20 shouldn't haveit, that really wasn't your issue?
21 Q. Isthat something that you ever 21 A. That isawhole other professional
22 complained to anyone in management, Mr. Morrison or | 22  discipline of itsown. People that design and
23 anyone else? 23 implement SIS, safety instrumentation systems,
24 A. Yeah, we brought it up to Leonard a 24 typicaly those people have 20 plusyearsin
25 couple of times, and explained to him that 25 engineering and they have way more experience than
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1 | have, but | do understand the systemsif | could 1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off the record

2 studyit. 2 a 1149 am., ending Tape 2.

3 Q. Now let'sgotothetrailers. | 3 (Recess taken.)

4 understand from your statement that you had some 4 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: On the record,

5 thingsto say about the trailer siting out -- that 5 1:11 p.m., beginning Tape 3.

6 wasin place at BP at the time of this explosion. 6 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, wetook a

7 Do you recall talking about those things in your 7 lunch break. And we left off, and we were just

8 statement? 8 about to discuss some trailer siting issues.

9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 9 We talked very briefly about the
10 A. Yes. Theinitia concern wasatrailer 10 trailer locations immediately adjacent to some
11 under DDU flare because it was very obvious. | 11 flares.

12 mean, when you see atrailer 5 feet away from a 12 A. Right.

13 flare; and you know from past experiences that 13 Q. And| wanted to follow up with you more

14 flares occasionaly spew over and fire hitsthe 14 specifically there.

15 ground, that's why they have a designated area 15 Which units did these flarestie

16 wherethereisnothing. Just ground, caliche rock, 16 to?

17 no grass, nothing. 17 A. TheDDU flare, | imagine. It tiesto the

18 Q. (BY MR.COON) They want the flares 18 DDU.

19 isolated in the area so that if liquid does come 19 Q. Okay.

20 out and fires drop down to the base, nothing gets 20 A. Andin some cases, | think they have

21 burned other than dirt? 21 other flaresthat tie in to other units, but | am

22 A. Right. 22 not really familiar with that. The AU-2 flareties

23 Okay. Now, thetrailers between 23 inwiththe AU-2. | mean, those are the only ones

24 NDU and ISOM, that was also an issue. 24 | am readly familiar with.

25 Q. Okay. Let'stakethem oneat atime 25 Q. Okay. Had you observed trailers parked
Page 75 Page 77

1 because you talked about both. Let'stalk about 1 intheimmediate vicinity of both of those flares,

2 thesetrailersthat you had observed parked in the 2 boththe DDU and the AU-2?

3 immediate vicinity of flares. 3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

4 A. Okay. 4 A. Specifically the DDU.

5 Q. Okay. You had observed that before while 5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Now, you were not a

6 you were working out there? 6 genera safety person out there, were you?

7 A. Yes. 7 A. No.

8 Q. Andyou had expressed a concern to 8 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

9 management about the potential risk associated with 9 Q. (BY MR. COON) But nonetheless you still
10 parking these temporary trailers under these 10 were able to observe something you perceived to be
11 flares? 11 asignificant safety hazard at the facility and
12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 12 just caled it to the other person's attention
13 A. Absolutely. 13 because you fet it was the right thing to do?

14 Q. (BY MR. COON) Couldyoutdl uswhoyou |14 A. Yes.

15 talked to about that and what your expressed 15 Q. Andin this case with respect to the

16 concernswere? 16 trailersthat were immediately adjacent to the

17 A. Weexpressed it to AU2 supervisors, my 17 flare coming from the DDU, you actually went to

18 supervisor, the superintendent and Willie Willis. 18 other people in management to express your concern?
19 THE WITNESS: Do you mind if | 19 A. Yes.

20 takeabreak? 20 Q. And the concern was that you could have a
21 MR. COON: Yes, sir. Thisisa 21 vapor cloud come out of that flare and actually

22 good time to take a break and pick back up. 22 then have liquid coming down that would ignite and
23 MR. BROWN: Take alunch break 23 come all the way back down to the ground and catch
24  now? 24 whatever was by the flare at the base on fire?

25 MR. COON: We can. 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
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1 A. That'strue, but typically, you know, 1 DDU trailer underneath the flare because at the
2 they build aflareyard. Thereis nothing supposed 2 time, | didn't know what the blowdown drum was. |
3 to bewithin so many feet of the flare. That'swhy 3 didn't understand the process. | didn't know that
4 they make aflareyard. Andthereisjust caliche 4 it was supposed to be some kind of form of aflare
5 rock, nothing that will burn. And they had this 5 or whatever. | didn't know what it did. Okay.
6 particular trailer was -- man, | want to say it 6 Butl did have a concern because | knew |SOM wasin
7 looked pretty close 6, maybe 10 feet away from the 7 poor condition, okay.
8 flare. 8 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, sir?
9 Q. (BY MR.COON) And your concernas| 9 A. And that the trailers between ISOM and
10 understand it, was that you were aware that 10 NDU, it was-- it wasjust too close of a proximity
11 sometimes the flares could puke hydrocarbons out 11 for one unit that's running and one that they are
12 andignitein liquid form and come raining down -- 12 going to startup.
13 A. Yes 13 Q. Andthis-- thetrailerswe'retalking
14 Q. --and spira onto the ground? 14 about that are parked by the ISOM, those are the
15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 15 ones, the Merit trailer and the Fluor trailer, that
16 A. That particular trailer underneath the 16 were destroyed in the explosion?
17 flareat the DDU, if they wereto have a process 17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 upset, thereisthe possibility that in the event 18 A. Yes. That -- to the best of my
19 that they don't have enough steam or whatever the 19 knowledge, | thought it was just a JE Merit
20 case may bein the process, thereisthe 20 trailer. | didn't know if Fluor was there or not.
21 possibility that the flare can spew over and fire 21 Q. (BY MR. COON) Areyou aware of more than
22 would hit the ground at the trailers under the DDU 22 onetrailer being destroyed in the fire?
23 flare 23 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
24 Q. (BY MR. COON) And do you know who owned | 24 A. Best | remember it was like onelong
25 thosetrailers? 25 extended double-widetrailer. | don't know if
Page 79 Page 81
1 A. No, | don't know. 1 therewas more than onetrailer, but it was very
2 Q. Werethese contractor trailers, or were 2 longand it was double wide. It looked likeit
3 they utilized for BP personnel ? 3 could have been two double-wide trailers, you know,
4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 4 connected together. You know, it wasahig
5 A. Okay. Thetrailersthat | had issues 5 trailer.
6 with were the one under the DDU flare, thetrailer 6 Q. (BY MR. COON) Had you had any training
7 between ISOM and NDU in which both of those had 7 intrailer siting out at the BP facility?
8 contractors. And | was concerned with the trailer 8 A. No.
9 that they parked in front of AU-2 which that was 9 Q. Hadyou had any training in trailer
10 al BPpersonnel. So | had concernsfor all three 10 siting at any of the other places that you had
11 of thosetrailers and both parties which were 11 worked at before going to BP?
12 contract and BP. 12 A. No. | amanI&Etech --
13 Q. (BY MR.COON) And these were dl 13 Q. Okay.
14 trailersthat, to the best of your knowledge, 14 A. --orthat'swhat | did.
15 occupied personnel for either BP or for contract 15 Q. Wereyou aware that BP did have some
16 workers? They weren't just storage trailers. 16 requirements with respect to trailer siting?
17 People would work out of them? 17 A. Not at BP, but | know from other places
18 A. That'strue. 18 that | worked that trailers were not alowed within
19 Q. And| think that you said in your 19 somany feet of an operating unit because most of
20 statement your concern was that if the fire came 20 the contract work | done, units were shut down,
21 out of one of theflareinto liquid form and went 21 okay, or they were new -- new construction. So
22 down to the ground and it would catch the trailers 22 they would allow trailers so many feet within the
23 onfire and the people would burn to death? 23 area
24 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 24 Q. Didyou know that BP had a requirement
25 A. That remark was specifically towards the 25 that trailers be located no closer than 350 feet
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Page 82
from a unit?
MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

A. | had no knowledge of that.

Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you know that BP has
admitted that they were violating their own
standards with respect to trailer siting in this
particular case?

MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

A. That'swhat | have heard.

Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you know anything
about aword called the MOCs or management of
changes that are utilized at BP to locate trailers
in aparticular place?

A. Could you please repeat that?

Q. Yes, sir. Have you heard of something
called a management of change or MOC?

A. Yes

Q. Areyou familiar with the use of the MOCs
at the BP facility?

A. Somewhat. My understanding isthat an
MOC, if you are going to make a change in equipment
that if it's not exactly in like and kind, if it
strays from the original design that you are
supposed to have an MOC to review this equipment,
to make the change or install it.

OCO~NOUIDWNPE

Page 84
respect to al of them because we raised all of
them as a concern, not just one specificaly.

Q. Okay. And now with thetrailers that
were |ocated by the ISOM unit, who do you recall
complaining to other than Mr. Hawkins and
Mr. Willis? Was there anybody €lse in management
that you -- first you had expressed a concern to
and then | will follow up with with some additional
questions.

A. John Paduh, David Breedlove, Scott
Yerrell, Charlie Logan, operators that werein
AU-2. Theonly onel can remember expressing it to
would have been Rick Hughes because he's highly
knowledgeable and respected. And, you know, |
spoke with alot of issueswith Rick, so | can
particularly remember his name as an operator.

Q. Now, these trailers had been located near
the ISOM unit for many months before the explosion,
| think going back to the summer of '04 or fall of
'04?

A. Right.

Q. And anybody that was in management out
there would have been able to observe them. They
weren't like hidden from view really, were they?
Weren't they kind of inthe middle...

©Co~NOUAWNE

Page 83
And from what | understand, which
| didn't understand before the explosion, but what
| understand now is supposedly they would also do
an MOC on apolicy, which | didn't realize that's
what they did.

Q. Andinthiscase, were you ever made
aware that BP did not adhere to their MOCs with
respect to locating and occupying the trailers that
were involved in this explosion?

MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

A. Well, earlier | described to you that |
brought my concernsto Ray Hawkins and Willie
Willison thetrailers, right?

Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes,sir.

A. Okay. Well, Willie Willis came back and
followed up on my concerns; and he told me that,
basically, it was out of his hands, that the people
who put the trailersin place had MOCed the policy
or they reviewed the policy or they did a process
hazard analysis something to that extent and that
it was out of his hands.

Q. Okay. Now, was thiswith respect to the
trailers located by the ISOM unit or the DDU or
both?

A. | mean, | would imaginethat it wasin

Page 85

A. No. Seewhat brought up theissueis, |
want to say, let's see, 2002, | started working at
AU-2 well, they were just finishing up NDU. Soit
wasn't an operating unit, okay. 1SOM wasin
operation while they were checking out NDU --
contractors were checking instrumentation. Well,
the main concern, other than that they were too
close to the units, is that they were going to be
near the unit that close during the startup.

A startup is the most critical
time of aunit because you have got flows,
pressures and temperatures that are swinging one
way or another and the unit's unstable.

And since ISOM, you know, looked
pretty ratty, looked like it still needed alot of
work, you know. When aunit looks like that; and
they start it up, you are pretty cautious. Any
unit you are cautious but, you know, alittle alarm
goes off in your head saying you want to be a
little more cautious with a unit like this when you
are starting it up.

And so at one point intime, it
could have been three days to a week before the
explosion. | went into those trailers looking for
afriend of mine, Scott Kilbert; and he wasn't
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Page 86 Page 88
1 thereinhisoffice. And therewas probably four 1 hydrocarbon and that's one of the pipesthat has a
2 or five, maybe six guys standing around. And | 2 fiberglass patch onit. Excuse me.
3 expressed to them that, you know, | am the I& E tech 3 Well, we discovered aleak. We
4 for these units here and that ISOM is my unit and 4 reported it to operations. Tom Cash made the
5 it'sapretty raggedy unit. And | said, "It would 5 scene, barricaded off the area, we handed it over
6 beagoodideaif y'al contacted operations to 6 tohim and fire trucks and people, you know,
7 find out when they are going to start this unit up 7 arrived and they took care of the situation.
8 because you don't want to be here during the 8 But as far as the blowdown drum
9 dtartup.” Okay. 9 and any incident around the blowdown drum, that was
10 And | couldn't tell you who those 10 theonly thing that | have ever experienced or know
11 peoplewere. | have never seen them beforein my 11 about it isthat there was aleak on the piping
12 life. And when | left there, | expressed the same 12 that goesinto the blowdown drum.
13 concerns, you know, to whoever it was | seen at the 13 Q. Mr. Runfola, there has been alot of
14 timein operations. It could have been any one of 14 investigation on this particular unit by OSHA,
15 thepeople | had mentioned if they had been there. 15 Chemical Safety Board and even BP and thereare a
16 There'salot of time'sgoneby. It'shard to 16 number of things that have been found out to have
17 remember exact specific times and events but... 17 been pre-existing problems at the ISOM unit. |
18 Q. Did you know there had been afire out at 18 want to go through some of those and seeif you
19 that ISOM unit in 19867 19 were aware of any of them. Okay?
20 A. | wasnt-- 20 A. Okay.
21 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 21 Q. Thingsthat have been noted was that
22 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you know there was 22 therewasalack of proper low alarms from a design
23 another onein 19877 23 standpoint.
24 A. No. 24 Do you know anything about that?
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
Page 87 Page 89
1 A. | wasn't aware. 1 A. Lack of proper low alarms?
2 Q. (BY MR. COON) And another onein 1988? 2 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, dir.
3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 3 A. | had no knowledge of the lack of.
4 A. | wasn't aware. 4 Q. Okay. Well, we know that there was a
5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you hear about afire 5 lack of interlocks on the -- in the control room.
6 in 1994 and there was rel ease of vapors from the 6 And I think you had previously testified you were
7 F-20? 7 awarethat there were no safety interlock on that
8 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 8 system?
9 A. No. 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 Q. (BY MR. COON) Didyou know in 1999 there | 10 A. No, previoudly | testified that | had
11 wasanother fire out at the ISOM unit? 11 four units.
12 A. '99? | wasn't aware of that. 12 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, sir.
13 Q. Areyou aware of any timesin the past 13 A. And| may have actualy tested interlocks
14 where hydrocarbons have vented out of that drum, 14 or critica instrumentation, but | couldn't tell
15 formed avapor cloud at ground level posing an 15 you by design or by application that that unit was
16 explosion risk? 16 deficient of any kind of safety instrumentation
17 A. Theonly thing | know pertaining to the 17 system because | had too large aresponsibility to
18 blowdown drum, which | didn't know that's what it 18 know dll that.
19 was-- when | wasworking for the turnaround crew, 19 Q. Wasthere acomplaint by other people out
20 wewere doing somework in ISOM and that wasthe |20 there such as yourself about understaffing to do
21 first leak that | discovered was -- there was a 21 thejob properly? It seemed like alot of people
22 pipethat runs east and west from AU-2 or some 22 had too much work to do.
23 other unit and it goes to the ISOM blowdown drum 23 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
24 and it makes a 90 and it goes up and goesin. 24 A. We had brought up issues because in some
25 Well, at the bottom of that elbow it was leaking 25 circumstancesif ISOM or AU-2 had a problem, we had
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1 operatorsthat had to come from other unitsto 1 BP, both in management and hourly, and reading
2 assist these operators because there wasn't enough 2 throughit -- | understand first, you have never
3 operationsto handle any kind of asituation in the 3 read the Telos Report, have you?
4 units. 4 A. 1 don't know what a-- | have never even
5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Was this something that 5 heard of a Telos Report until you mentioned it.
6 wasrelatively common knowledge out there whereyou| 6 Q. Okay. WEell, that report came out in
7 wereworking, that there was a lot understaffing? 7 January, 2005 and it was one that was done at the
8 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 8 request of BP by outside consultants, but it
9 A. Among the workforce people, yeah, asan 9 involved talking to many, if not the majority, of
10 I&Etech, if you were working, you would realize 10 the personnel at BP --
11 that, you know, four units and even four 11 A. Okay.
12 techniciansis still understaffed. 12 Q. --inthefall of 2004. And inreading
13 Q. (BY MR.COON) And asatech, just with 13 through it, there were alot of generalized
14 your department, did you or other guysin your 14 complaints that people would make to management
15 group ever complain to other people in management 15 that they didn't have enough staff, that the
16 that y'al were overworked and understaffed? 16 equipment was being deferred, the turnarounds were
17 A. Yes, dir, dl thetime. 17 being extended, those types of complaints and the
18 Q. Who would you typically complain to? 18 responsesthat arelisted in Telosindicate that a
19 A. The people wetypically seen at the time. 19 ot of times management was telling them that it
20 You know, our supervisor Leonard Morrison. His 20 wasn't in the budget or they didn't have the money
21 bosswas-- previousy was Mike Maze, but | didn't 21 forit.
22 really see him that often. John Paduh, we 22 Did you ever have hear any
23 complained to him, but John Paduh would actually 23 complaints of that nature yourself?
24 come out of hiswaysto see us. And hewould 24 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
25 addressissues and -- him and Willie Willis. 25 Object to the sidebar.
Page 91 Page 93
1 And in some cases, they could 1 A. Insome cases| complained like on ARU or
2 addresstheissues and get them taken care of 2 |SOM that let's say they had a date they were going
3 immediately and then there was other issues like 3 to start the unit up, right, on ISOM or ARU or AU-2
4 understaffing that Willie would follow-up on, 4 whatever the unit may be. And | had planned to fix
5 Purdue would follow-up on, but they would say, you 5 certain things on the unit that were not just given
6 know, it's going to take some work. We'retalking 6 tomeasawork order but things | knew that needed
7 tothem. Thereis other people expressing -- you 7 to beworked on, that they hadn't put in their
8 know, that we know we are understaffed, but they 8 scope of work.
9 weretrying to take care of the issues. 9 And alot of times they would move
10 Q. Did you know whether or not the budgets 10 the start date up of the unit ahead which leaves
11 that were allocated to the various units had arole 11 youlesstime. And | would complain and say, "Hey,
12 inthe understaffing that the people charged with 12 you know, y'all move these turnaround dates up to
13 unitsjust weren't given enough money to hire the 13 start the unit up early; and you don't give us
14 people they needed? 14 enough timeto fix anything."
15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 15 So | mean, | didn't know there was
16 A. Man, | wasan I&E tech. | did the best 16 acompany-wide complaint of this; but I had made
17 todomy job. | worked with people as ateam 17 that complaint and expressed my concernsto
18 player, with operations, other techs, process 18 immediate supervision, be it my maintenance
19 engineering, process control, superintendents. | 19 supervisor or operations.
20 did whatever | could to make it in my power a 20 Q. Going back to the ISOM unit, some of the
21 better placeto work. | had no knowledge of 21 other complaints that have been noted from the
22 budgets or anything like that. 22 other investigations was that the high alarms were
23 Q. (BY MR.COON) Wséll, in the Telos Report 23 not working properly on that unit.
24 whichisasummary of alot of interviews conducted | 24 Do you know anything about that?
25 of over athousand of the personnel that worked at 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
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1 A. Thehigh darms? 1 replaced aswitch, which was an old style mercury
2 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, sir. 2 switchand | put a sedled hermetic switch in there
3 A. Which specific high alarms? 3 and | thought it was good.
4 Q. It'smy understanding the high alarmson 4 So the fifth time, approximately,
5 thetower. 5 I went out to work on it, they said they were still
6 A. Okay. 6 having problems. And | had already beat the cap
7 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 7 off, replaced the switch; and | knew the circuit
8 A. | mean, at the time and before the 8 worked. Andsol said, "Well, everything
9 explosion, | couldn't havetold you the number of 9 dectronically isworking. Thereisonly onething
10 that tower. | couldn't havetold that you it was a 10 that could be wrong with this and that it's either
11 raffinate tower, and | couldn't have told you that 11 therodissticking or the float hasaholeinit."
12 wasthe E-1101. Only after the fact, being 12 And | don't remember if the system
13 interviewed by CSB, OSHA, BP union lawyersand the| 13 was closed where | couldn't rod it or they didn't
14 BP company lawyersthat | know what E-1101isnow. | 14 want meto float it because they didn't want to
15 The E-1101, prior to the 15 contaminate the process with water or what the case
16 explosion, possibly six months, | had worked on it. 16 may have been. So | told them, | said, "We need to
17 Okay. Thefirsttimel found it, it was -- it was 17 pull thisinstrument to have it worked on." Soll
18 ahighleve darm. It wasdisabled. And how | 18 had an operator. We blocked in the process valves.
19 found it was disabled is because | climbed the 19 We opened up the bleed, but the process valves
20 tower. | couldn't get the cap off to actuate the 20 didn't block in. And so that means we couldn't
21 switch. So | went into ajunction box and alarms, 21 pull the instrument.
22 you get an alarm on an open circuit. So | pulled 22 So from that point on, we knew the
23 thewire, | called the operator and said, "Hey, do 23 process valves needed to bereplaced. So | told
24 you have an alaam?' Hesaid, "no." 24 the operator. | told my supervisor. | wrote it
25 | put my meter on there, | see 25 downin details on my work order that, "Hey, they
Page 95 Page 97
1 voltage; so| say, "Hey, you know, theloop is 1 aregoing to replace those valves and when they
2 good. He'sgot voltage. It's an open circuit. He 2 shut the unit down to replace those valves, excuse
3 should have an alarm.” So | went onto the board 3 me, we need to send that -- that level switch out
4 and| called up that dlarm, and it had been 4 forrepair.” Andthat wasit. It was out of my
5 disabled ontheboard. And sol enabled it onthe 5 hands. That wasthelast | heard or seen fromiit.
6 board. And he got the alarm. 6 Q. Wasthat something that should have been
7 Q. (BY MR.COON) To get disabled does 7 done during that last turnaround before the
8 somebody have to manually deactivateit, or is that 8 explosion?
9 something that can happen on its own from an 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 electrical malfunction or something? 10 A. Inmy opinion, it should have been done
11 A. Typicaly you could just go into the DCS, 11 then or if they had the opportunity, | don't know
12 cdl up that tag number and you can actually 12 thetimeframe, they may have -- well, that's right.
13 deactivate the point to where you wouldn't see a 13 They had to decommission that unit. So the only
14 visua or audio or you can deactivate the alarm to 14 way they could replace that switch was if the tower
15 where you would hear no audio. But | think you 15 was hydrocarbon free.
16 would see avisua onthe graphicsif you had the 16 And so, yeah, it would have had to
17 pageup. 17 have been thislast turnaround that ISOM had
18 Q. Do you know what, if anything, was wrong 18 because, from what | understand, it was the first
19 withthat alarm on the date of the explosion? 19 timeinalong time that they hydrocarbon freed
20 A. Okay. Now we are talking about the 20 that unit. So, yes, that switch should have been
21 E-1101 tower? 21 repaired and pulled, and those valves should have
22 Q. Yes, dir. 22 been replaced during that outage.
23 A. After receiving awork order on it 23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, you had a
24  severa times, | would say approximately five 24 pretty good understanding that hydrocarbons present
25 times. Thelast timel worked onit, | had already 25 afire and explosion hazard before this incident of
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1 March 23. Fair statement? 1 trailersbut the fact that we found a skid that had

2 A. | would have to say that's common sense. 2 three 1-ton HCL bottles and the straps that hold

3 Q. Andas| read through your statement, 3 theHCL bottles on to the skid were frayed.

4 thisissomething that you had expressed a concern 4 And so my concern was, well, if a

5 to other people in management, particularly as it 5 company will ship 1-ton HCL bottlesin on a skid

6 related to ISOM unit. It was an old, raggedy unit 6 with freight straps, how do we know that they are

7 and you felt, because of its condition, that it 7 inspecting their bottles correctly that they are

8 posed afire and explosion hazard particularly in 8 putting 1-ton of HCL in.

9 startup mode? 9 S0, you know, | thought that it
10 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 10 should be brought to the attention of, | guess,
11 Q. (BY MR. COON) Isthat correct? 11 shipping and receiving to inspect these kind of
12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 12 skidsand inspect straps and maybe if they had some
13 A. | expressed concerns that the ISOM unit 13 way of telling if their bottles had been, you know,
14 wasin poor condition, in my opinion, and that it 14 recently inspected that | would -- | would suggest
15 needed work doneonit. Andthat | felt that it 15 that they follow-up on that before letting anything
16 had proposed more of a hazard than maybethe other | 16 in our refinery.
17 unitsthat | worked on during the startup. That's 17 Q. Andwhat happened after you expressed
18 why | expressed my concerns about the peopleinthe |18 those concerns with the -- those bottles?
19 trailersthat were between the two units. 19 A. Wedl, we discovered after the explosion
20 Q. (BY MR. COON) In lodging some of the 20 that they moved the bottles and they -- it appeared
21 concerns and complaints you had from your 21 likethat they didn't do anything asfar as secure
22 statement, you had indicated that one of the 22 the bottlesto the skid.
23 responses was that they would not give you the 23 Q. Did you have much of an understanding of
24 money. Could you elaborate on that more? 24 the differences between the vent stack systems that
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 werein use at some of the units versus the flares

Page 99 Page 101

1 A. | would have -- | might have made aloose 1 that were utilized by the others?

2 term statement, but | was referring to allowing 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

3 spending on instrumentation for us to install or 3 A. Canyou please repeat that?

4 replace. In other words during an outage or shut 4 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, gir. | amtryingto

5 down, if | walked through ISOM and | seen something | 5 get a better understanding what have you know and

6 that | knew needed to be replaced or repaired and 6 don't know about the atmospheric relief system.

7 not necessarily operations or management, you know, | 7 A. Okay.

8 give methe money to spend on it, to fix it. 8 Q. Beingtheflaresversus vent stacks. Do

9 That'swhat | wastrying to say. 9 you know much about the difference between the two
10 Q. (BY MR. COON) Andin going back tothese |10 and why one would be utilized versus another?
11 trailers, you had aso talked about Mr. Kim Astin 11 A. | know what aflareis. | know what its
12 and your understanding that Mr. Astin had also 12 purposeisfor, and | have worked on flare systems.
13 personaly -- and maybe even formally lodged some |13 | know what afurnace stack is. | know what it
14 concerns about the trailersto Mr. Ralph. 14 does, and | know what its purposeis.
15 Do you recall that? 15 Blowdown drum, prior to the
16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 16 explosion| didn't even -- | didn't even know what
17 A. Hetold me that he was going to send an 17 ablowdown drum was. | didn't know what its use
18 e-mail to Bill Ralph. 18 was. And to behonest, if | had of known what the
19 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Astin told you this? 19 blowdown drum was, | would have probably tried to
20 A. Yes, Kim Astin told me that he was going 20 stay clear of it.
21 tosend an email to Bill Ralph expressing his 21 Q. Wadl, were you ever made aware of what
22 concerns about these trailers and one other thing, 22 BPsowninternal investigation had found with
23 | guess, they were HCL bottles. | don't know if 23 respect to utilizing vent stacks and blowdown drums
24 that wasincluded in that e-mail or not, but both 24 asopposed to flares?
25 Kimand | both had concerns about not only the 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
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1 A. Canyou say that again, please? 1 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
2 Q. (BY MR.COON) Yes, sir. You understood 2 A. | was not aware of that.
3 that BP conducted their own investigation as to why 3 Q. (BY MR. COON) And did you know in 1992
4 thisexplosion occurred? 4 at thetime of that citation that they were
5 A. Right. After the explosion. 5 admonished by OSHA to consider a safer substitute
6 Q. Sure. 6 for vent stack which wasto convert to aflare?
7 A. Okay. 7 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
8 Q. Areyou aware that one of the findings 8 A. No, | wasn't aware of that.
9 that BP concluded through their own investigation 9 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou aware of any of
10 wasthat using the vent stacks was an inappropriate 10 the other atmospheric releases that formed vapor
11 system because flares were much safer? 11 cloudsfrom other vent stacks around that BP
12 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 12 facility over the years?
13 A. Yes, | would agree. 13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
14 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou awarethat in 14 A. No, only after the fact, after the
15 1986 -- first of all, let me back -- were you aware 15 explosion, my father had mentioned to me that he
16 that the reason that vent stack was there was 16 had worked around that blowdown drum and that it
17 because BPwas ableto tiein the ISOM unit to a 17 had spewed over and that he had to run from it
18 pre-existing vent stack from the unit that was 18 before.
19 there before and circumvent environmental 19 Q. (BY MR. COON) And that was at the ISOM
20 regulations? 20 unit?
21 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 21 A. Yes, dr; but that was after the
22 A. | wasnot aware of any of that. 22 explosionthat | knew this.
23 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou awarethat in 23 Q. Did hetell you when that had happened?
24 1986 BP had their own policy statement called PSS 24 A. No.
25 Number 6 which mandated the replacement of vent 25 Q. Andthiswasyour father-in-law?
Page 103 Page 105
1 stack blowdown drums whenever feasible as part of 1 A. My father.
2 major construction projects? 2 Q. Your father. And when did he work out
3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 3 there?
4 A. | wasnot aware of that. 4 A. | think heretired maybe ten years ago,
5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou awarethat in 5 dfter 26 years.
6 1997, even though they had that policy statement in 6 Q. Okay. And what did he do out there?
7 place at BP Texas City, that they completely 7 A. Hewas a pipefitter, boilermaker and
8 replaced that entire vent stack and blowdown drum 8 rigger.
9 with another one as aresult of corrosion and did 9 Q. Doeshestill livein the Texas City
10 not convert to flare at that time? 10 area?
11 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 11 A. No, helivesin Dickinson.
12 A. | have no knowledge of any of that. 12 Q. Andhisnameis?
13 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou awarethat in 13 A. Gabriel Runfola.
14 2003 when they built the NDU unit that it tied to a 14 Q. Did you have any other family members
15 flare, and they actually had designed the ISOM to 15 that had ever worked out at BP Texas City?
16 run from the blowdown drum to that same flare and 16 A. Not that | know of, but I've got abig
17 decided to avoid doing so at that time? 17 family.
18 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 18 (Exhibit Number 338 marked for
19 A. | had no knowledge of that. 19 identification.)
20 Q. (BY MR. COON) Wereyou awarethat in 20 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, we have what
21 1992 asimilar occurrence happened where 21 isnow marked as Exhibit 338. And this, | think,
22 hydrocarbons came out of avent stack at another 22 isacopy of the statement that you previously gave
23 unit, formed avapor cloud at ground level which 23 totheinvestigatorsfor BP, and | want you to look
24 posed an explosion risk and that OSHA cameoutand |24 atitif you can, sir, and make sure that that is,
25 investigated and cited BP for that release? 25 infact, the statement that you gave and attach it
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1 totherecord. 1 doso?
2 MR. BROWN: Makesureitisall 2 A. | am not aware --
3 there. 3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
4 A. (Examines documents.) 4 A. --of that.
5 It appearsto beit. 5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Areyou aware today or
6 Q. (BY MR. COON) Okay. Thatisit? Is 6 haveyou been made aware that irrespective of what
7 that the statement that you actually looked at and 7 Mr. Willistold you that the reality was that those
8 reviewed for refreshing your memory before 8 trailers had never been properly commissioned to
9 testifying today? 9 locate there?
10 A. | spent about 15 minutes just, kind of, 10 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
11 reading over it -- 11 A. | never knew that.
12 Q. Okay. 12 Q. (BY MR. COON) Istoday the first time
13 A. --thismorning. | didn't realy study 13 that you heard the fact that those trailers had not
14 it. Just basicaly to seethat it was my words. 14 been approved for occupancy by BP's own
15 Q. Andinyour opinion in thumbing through 15 requirements and PHAS?
16 it, those were your words. 16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
17 A. Insome cases| may have been alittle 17 A. Yes
18 emotional and kind of made one or two blanket 18 Q. (BY MR.BROWN) Soif Mr. Willistold you
19 statementsthat weren't necessarily fully true, or 19 therewas nothing that he could do and that all the
20 let'ssay accurate. Likefor an example, that when 20 paperwork had been done, it was properly complied,
21 | told Willie Willis, Ray Hawkins, you know, about 21 that would have been a misstatement?
22 thetrailersand they just didn't do anything. 22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
23  Wéll, he did follow-up; and he did give me the 23 A. Givenwhat you just told me, yes.
24 answer that, you know, basically these guys went 24 Q. (BY MR.COON) Do you know who had the
25 through the policy and there wasn't nothing he 25 genera responsibility at BP for that particular
Page 107 Page 109
1 coulddo. 1 area, that geographic area between those two units?
2 And previously to that, you've got 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
3 tounderstand that prior to the explosion, we were 3 A. Canyou explain what -- alittle further?
4 excited to have Ray Hawkins, Willie Willisand John | 4 Q. (BY MR. COON) Yes. From aBP personnel
5 Paduh because for the first time these people were 5 standpoint, who would have been charged with the
6 asking uswhat we need. And they were spending a 6 responsibility, the overall responsibility for
7 lot of money on like the ARU, they were rebuilding 7 safety inthat area?
8 thetowers. | entered amean for ARU; and | got 8 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
9 thiscorporate guy, whoever he was, to allot 9 A. | couldn't tell you.
10 $360,000 for instrumentation on the ARU. 10 Q. (BY MR. COON) | want to call your
11 But you have to understand when 11 attention to another one of the areas in your
12 these guysgot here, you know, you are looking at 12 statement near the back. You had expressed some
13 20 yearsof lack of maintenance; and they were 13 degree of frustration over what you were seeing in
14 trying ot do what they could with the money they 14 the newspaper about what BP was saying after the
15 had and the time they had to get things fixed. 15 explosion asit related to the people that they
16 Q. |'want to turn your attention briefly to 16 were blaming.
17 onething that you just said, Mr. Runfola, 17 Do you recall talking about that
18 regarding Mr. Willis and the trailer siting. 18 inyour statement?
19 Y ou understand Mr. Willishad a 19 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
20 very important role at the West Plant? 20 A. Thevery first, | guess, report that BP
21 A. | know that he was a West Plant manager. 21 madethat | read, it appeared that -- or gave me
22 Now, what hisjob entails, | couldn't really tell 22 theimpression that they were trying to blame the
23 you. 23 1&E department or instrumentation. And | took it
24 Q. Areyou awarethat Mr. Willis had the 24 personally.
25 authority to relocate those trailersif he choseto 25 And obviously, | wasn't the only
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1 onethat got that impression because | have met 1 him Gibby. | wasreally fond of those operators.
2 people here and about that kind of expressed the 2 They really helped mealot, and it hurts me to see
3 samething; and | find myself having to tell a 3 that those two are gone.
4 story to people of how | busted my butt to try to 4 Q. Wereyou ever made aware of the interim
5 makethingsright in these units. 5 Chemical Safety Board findings that were rel eased
6 And that, you know, there wasn't 6 in October of 2005?
7 just abunch of yayhoos running around in the I& E 7 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
8 department who didn't know what they were doing. 8 Q. (BY MR. COON) There was abig town hall
9 Wewere actualy trying to make a difference and do 9 meeting down there at that time?
10 ourjob. Butit made me mad that other people 10 A. | didn't attend any town hall meeting or
11 actualy believe that and still do to this day. 11 anything. Y ou have to understand, you know, it's
12 Q. (BY MR. COON) Didyou feel that the 12 been alot of stressfor me and it's hard to deal
13 lower leveled personnel out there, the bottom tier 13 with sometimes, but | don't really pay attention to
14 sdary and the hourly people out there, working on 14 the mediaand town hall meetings and reports and
15 thelSOM unit were generally conscience about their |15 all that. | really just want to put this behind me
16 job? 16 to be honest.
17 A. Yeah, we had some really good people. As 17 Q. Didyou know any of the individuals that
18 amatter of fact, they fired two of our best 18 died in the explosion?
19 operators. 19 A. No.
20 Q. Asaresult of thisincident? 20 Q. Didyou know any of the personnel,
21 A. Supposedly. 21 contract or BP personnel, that were injured in the
22 Q. Andwho was that? 22 explosion?
23 A. Steve Adams, Andy Tenhaaf. Andinmy 23 A. My brother.
24 opinion if those two guy wouldn't have been out 24 Q. Youtaked earlier about people that you
25 there, this situation would have been alot worse. 25 gave astatement to or talked to; and in addition
Page 111 Page 113
1 Q. Youknow Mr. Trapp in his deposition has 1 tothisstatement that we've attached that you
2 said that he has continued to talk to these guys 2 looked at afew minutes ago, you said something
3 andthat he basically felt that they had been made 3 about talking to the CSB.
4 scapegoats by BP -- 4 A. Talking to them? | have had probably
5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 5 four or five interviews with them.
6 Q. (BY MR. COON) -- has he ever told 6 Q. Do you know if they transcribed those
7 anything like that to you? 7 statements? Did they record them or take notes or
8 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 8 anything?
9 A. | haven't heard Paul Trapp tell me 9 A. They got recordings.
10 anything like that, but the hourly people and 10 Q. Haveyou ever asked to have a copy of
11 maintenance people have that opinion that, you 11 your prior statements to the CSB?
12 know, these two operators were used as scapegoats. 12 A. | wouldn't have any reason to have a copy
13 Q. (BY MR. COON) Do you sharein that 13 of them. OSHA has acopy from their interview.
14 opinion? 14 Dekelaita, and | forget her name. That's the same
15 A. Not knowing exactly everything that 15 statement you are looking at.
16 happened in detail, | somewhat share that opinion; 16 Q. Yes, sir, thisone here (indicating)?
17 butlikel said, | don't know everything that 17 A. | believethat was recorded also.
18 happened in detail. But | would find it hard to 18 Q. Would you extend permission for the
19 believe that these two guys were negligent or 19 attorneysin the case to get copies of the
20 didn't pay attention because | depended on them 20 statementsthat you have given to the other
21 greatly asan I&E tech and they have assisted me 21 investigative authorities, being the CSB and OSHA
22 severa times. 22 tothe extent they have any transcripts of those
23 Tom Cash, another one of them and 23 statements?
24 Rick Hughes, those -- and | can't remember his 24 A. Megive authority?
25 name. A Hispanic guy. He's-- Gilbert. We call 25 Q. Yes, gr.
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1 A. | don't see why not. 1 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
2 Q. Mr. Runfola, after thisincident a number 2 A. | wasn't told that's why they built it,
3 of things have changed out at BP. Isthat afair 3 but it was obvious that they built it for that
4  statement? 4 reason and other reasons. For the fact that there
5 A. A lot of things have changed out there 5 is--it'ssuch alarge place and there is so much
6 for the good. 6 work going on that they are overcrowded. You know,
7 Q. And one of the things that was changed 7 dl of our buildings, the NOB, the SOB, the GOB
8 wastheimmediate relocation of all of these 8 they just don't have the room for BP personnel or
9 trailersin proximity to flares and vent stacks 9 thecontract. So they had to utilize an off-site
10 including onethat, | think, that you had expressed 10 building which, in this case, is agood thing.
11 aconcern about that were immediately adjacent to 11 Q. (BY MR. COON) Did you ever have an
12 the DDU? Areyou familiar with that? The 12 opportunity to personally meet with Mr. Parus, the
13 relocation of the trailers and mandate and moving 13 BUL at that plant?
14 them 500 feet from flares? 14 A. No, actually | met the guy before him. |
15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 15 can'ttdl you hisname. | can't remember. But he
16 A. If I am not mistaken, trailers are 16 wasa-- hewasapretty straightforward guy. And
17 totally eliminated out of the plant. | don't 17 Parus, from what | have seen of him and heard of
18 believethere are any trailersin our plant 18 him, he seemed to be, you know, a pretty concerned
19 whatsoever now. 19 by. Hedidn't -- you wouldn't think that he was
20 Q. (BY MR. COON) Andthey aso changedthe |20 somebody that just didn't care about anything, you
21 regulations or policies with respect to contractors 21  know.
22 vehiclesin the plants, didn't they? 22 Q. Other than the people that worked out at
23 A. Yes. 23 thelSOM unit on the date in question that were
24 Q. Andwereyou awarethat the--itis 24  terminated in mid May after the initial fatal
25 believed that the source of the explosion in this 25 report came out, are you aware of any one else
Page 115 Page 117
1 casewas acontractor truck that was operating, 1 being disciplined out at that plant for their role?
2 running adjacent to the vent stack and blowdown 2 A. No.
3 drum? 3 Q. Didyou know Mr. Barnes?
4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 4 A. Barnes?
5 A. Fromwhat | heard, it could have been a 5 Q. JoeBarnes?
6 car. It could have been awelding machine, but 6 A. JoeBarnes? What did he do?
7 eventudly it would have found a source of ignition 7 Q. [ think he had a head role with HSSE.
8 whether it been acar or awelding machine. It was 8 A. No, | didn't know Joe Barnes.
9 only amatter of time. 9 Q. Do you know what happened to Don Parus?
10 | mean, it's possible that if 10 A. Heisaplant manager. | wasa
11 those carsweren't there that they may have found 11 maintenance, | mean, you know, you see him at
12 itintimeto shut it down to where it wouldn't 12 important meetings; but | didn't know him
13 havefound a source of ignition, but | am not 13 persondly.
14 qualifiedto tell you if they could or couldn't. 14 Q. Do you know what happened to him after
15 Q. (BY MR. COON) Now, at some point after 15 thefata report came out?
16 thisexplosion aso | think BP acquired some off 16 A. No.
17 sidelocation to relocate alot of their management 17 Q. Any rumors as to what happened to him
18 people at aclosed Wal-Mart building or something? |18 after the fatal report came out?
19 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 19 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
20 A. Yes, dir. It'scalled the TCO. 20 A. | don't know where heis, or what he did.
21 Q. (BY MR. COON) Didyou have an 21 Q. (BY MR. COON) Y ou knew at some point he
22 understanding that the reason that they created 22 wasno long the business unit leader for that
23 thisoff-site location for these other management 23 facility?
24 personnel was to reduce the risk of them being 24 A. Right. They -- | guessit's Maclean.
25 harmed in another explosion out at that plant? 25 Q. Yes.
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1 A. Or McCullen, that's who they brought in. 1 per page, thenit'sall here. If they only copied
2 Q. Any rumorsthat you heard about as to why 2 some of it, then it's whatever they copied out of
3 Mr. Parus was replaced? 3 seven books.
4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 4 Q. Waell if welook at that, it starts out --
5 A. | don't know why they took him out. 5 itlookslikeit's pretty much in chronological
6 Q. (BY MR. COON) We have received 6 order by the dates. Thiswould have been likea
7 additional documents per the subpoena request and 7 littlethree by five spiral note pad or something
8 it hasacover letter, but thislooks like thiswas 8 that you had kept in your pocket?
9 sent by Mr. Ralph. Thisisthe gentleman you 9 A. No. They arejust little black hard back
10 talked about before -- 10 bookslikelittle notes -- for notes.
11 A. Okay. 11 Q. Okay. If you thumb through there -- just
12 Q. -- being your process safety. He sent 12 go through the first few of them and if you look at
13 thistothe CSB. Anditisa--itlookslikea 13 thedates, did you have a different one for each
14 copy of abunch of persona notes, and it's 14 dateor did you just fill them out on certain dates
15 intimated that they are notes that you had made. 15 for certain reasons? Thereason | am asking --
16 Sowhy don't you look at those please so we can 16 A. | may have missed days, you know; but for
17 provethem up? 17 the most part, | kept notes that | felt that |
18 MR. BROWN: Can wetake abreak 18 would need if | had to go back and work on ajob.
19 for aminute? 19 Orif it were some kind of information that | need
20 MR. COON: Okay. 20 torelate to another tech or something.
21 THE WITNESS: Y eah, that would be 21 Q. Okay. If wecan just go through the
22 good. 22 first few so | have a better understanding of what
23 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off the record 23 itis. Thefirst oneis out of your book dated,
24  a 2:03 p.m., ending Tape 3. 24 what, 9/10/03. 9/30. | am reading it upside down.
25 (Recess taken.) 25 A. Right. So there may have been some that
Page 119 Page 121
1 (Exhibit Number 339 marked for 1 I lost or thrown away that may have had -- maybe |
2 identification.) 2 fdt that there wasn't nothing important in there.
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: On the record 3 Q. Okay I --
4 2:15p.m., beginning Tape 4. 4 A. Maybel lost them. Because, | mean, |
5 Q. (BY MR. COON) Mr. Runfola, we havein 5 went towork for BPin 2001, so...
6 front of you what's marked, | believe, as 6 Q. Widll, thefirst question | had of you is:
7 Exhibit 339. 7 Inlooking at those can you tell whether or not
8 A. Yes 8 that isacomplete copy of al seven of your
9 Q. We have taken abreak so you could go 9 notebooks?
10 back and look through it and identify it for us. 10 A. | couldn't tell youif it was or wasn't
11 Areyou prepared to do so now? 11 not without sitting there page for page --
12 A. Yes. 12 Q. Yeah
13 Q. Andwhat is Exhibit 339 other than the 13 A. --with my books.
14 cover letter? 14 Q. Widll, did your books start before
15 A. Exhibit 339 looks like my maintenance 15 September of '03?
16 notes. They aretheselittle black books that | 16 A. | couldn't tell you. It's not something
17 Kkeep detailed information of the work that | do. 17 | studied by the date or anything.
18 Q. Iswhat'sreflected there a copy of all 18 Q. Right. Thelast one on there, again |
19 of the notesthat you kept as personal information 19 believethey arein chronological order. The last
20 of what you do out there or daily diaries or 20 onewas sometime | believein the middle of 2004.
21 anything? Do you have some other records? 21 April 5,'04.
22 A. | had seven little black books. | turned 22 A. Okay.
23 them over to CSB. | turned them over to OSHA, but | 23 Q. Do you recall doing any more or keeping
24 | didn't think OSHA wanted them. And | turned them |24 any more notes after that date? Do you think that
25 overtotheBPunion. Andif they copiedthempage |25 might bethelast entry from your last book?

31 (Pages 118 to 121)

U.S. LEGAL SUPPORT - HOUSTON
713-653-7100

Electronically signed by Stephanie Barringer (001-253-197-1154)

82bb94e4-54c7-4c98-8973-bc161497e024



DEPOSITION OF JOSEPH RUNFOLA - 5/22/2006

Page 122 Page 124
1 A. Everything that | had that | felt was 1 passwords and personal information about myself
2 important at the time, | turned over to CSB or 2 that | didn't want distributed throughout any
3 OSHA, whoever it was. 3 person.
4 Q. Sofor usto make sure that we have a 4 Q. Sure. And maybe| gave some
5 copy of al of the notes that you made available, 5 misinterpretation asto personal. | am just
6 we could go back to one of the other persons that 6 taking about did you make notes, just your
7 you provided all of them to seeif they match up 7 comments about observations out there? It looks
8 with what you havein front of you? 8 like out of these notes here, everything is mostly
9 A. 1 dtill have the seven books in my 9 just numbers.
10 position if y'al want them. Y'al are welcometo 10 A. These notes were kept for me or any other
11 them. 11 person that may haveto go back and work on this
12 Q. Yes, sir, | think wewould like to 12 instrumentation. Because sometimeswhen you are
13 request acopy of the seven -- 13 givenajaob task, it's not something that's easily
14 MR. BROWN: | think you aready 14 solved. You may have to, you know, investigate
15 havethem, but if you don't -- 15 what the problemis. You may find termination
16 MR. COON: Unlessthat'sit. 16 points. You may find equipment numbers that are
17 A. They have been copied by | think, three 17 associated. Any information with that job | wrote
18 different groups. CSB hasacopy. BPlawyershave |18 down for areference because let's say, today |
19 acopy and the BP union hasacopy. So, | mean -- 19 work on this but tomorrow something elseisa
20 Q. (BY MR.COON) Wewill seeif wecanfind |20 priority. Sol don't get back to thisjob until
21 it from one of those sources, if not, we might -- 21 maybe aweek or two later.
22 A. | mean, y'all might compare. 22 So these were -- these were
23 MR. BROWN: Yeah, | think they 23 detailed reference notes for me personally to work
24 have already been produced, but we will verify and 24 on something; or if | found out something had a
25 wewill get you a set whether it's a second set or 25 consistent problem and | wasn't sure what it was, |
Page 123 Page 125
1 whatever. 1 wroteit down so that when | got back to it, maybe
2 A. | asked Joe Dekelaita, and he said he 2 | could find out what was wrong with it. That's
3 copiedit pagefor page. And so, | don't know if 3 al these werefor. These weren't, you know, to
4 that'sthe copy you have isthe one Joe Dekelaita 4 describe anything as you were trying to say.
5 copied or if you have the one that CSB made. | am 5 Q. Theseweren't like personal diaries --
6 not sure. 6 A. No. This--
7 Q. (BY MR.COON) Wéll, thisisacopy in 7 Q. --tojust reflect your thoughts about
8 front of you that was -- apparently what was sent 8 working out there on a day-to-day basis? Thiswas
9 toCSB-- 9 gpecific to referencing the work started and/or
10 A. Okay. 10 completed?
11 Q. -- by Mr. Ralph; but again, | don't know 11 A. Thisisdocumentation that | may have
12 if that's all of your notes or just some of them 12 retrieved off of a spec sheet if there was a spec
13 that are responsiveto a particular issue -- 13 sheet available, | wrote that information down or
14 A. Thereis. 14 maybe | got the information from process control or
15 Q. Andl takeit you can't tell -- 15 the process engineers or maybe | discovered it on
16 A. If thereisany doubt in your mind, | 16 my own.
17 would be happy to give you the seven black booksto |17 | wrote this down for my use and
18 copy or just whatever. 18 for the use sometimes of process control like you
19 Q. Didyou tend to make personal notesin 19 may seeorificeplate IDs. As| worked on flows, |
20 themlike, "Thisis screwed up" or "We need to fix 20 wrote down detailed information; and | shared my
21 this'? 21 information with engineering so that we could work
22 A. Asfar aspersonal there was, you know, 22 together and try to create some kind of database
23 my Socia Security number, maybe passwords that | 23 and so we could alleviate problems.
24 have changed. But at the time | requested that, 24 Q. Mr. Runfola, you have been very patient
25 you know, that be kept confidential because | had 25 with ustoday, sir. So | would like to wrap up

32 (Pages 122 to 125)

U.S. LEGAL SUPPORT - HOUSTON
713-653-7100

Electronically signed by Stephanie Barringer (001-253-197-1154)

82bb94e4-54c7-4c98-8973-bc161497e024



DEPOSITION OF JOSEPH RUNFOLA - 5/22/2006

Page 126 Page 128
1 with afew more questions. 1 MR. COON: Wéll, thank you, sir.
2 First since we have covered alot 2 | don't have any further questions.
3 of ground going back to this morning, is there 3 Mr. Werner? Let's go off the
4 something that has come up during the course of the 4 record just second just to get an idea of the time.
5 day where you have now had a chanceto reflect on 5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off the record
6 ananswer and just say, you know, now that | think 6 a2:25p.m.
7 about it that answer said it backwards or something 7 (Recess taken.)
8 and you want to clarify? Anything jumping out at 8 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: On the record,
9 you? 9 231pm.
10 MR. BROWN: Did you want to 10 *okox
11 clarify about the documents, and what you did to 11 EXAMINATION
12 produce documents? 12 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Good afternoon,
13 THE WITNESS: Okay. 13 Mr. Runfola. My nameis John Werner. | am an
14 A. Thequestion you asked -- the first 14 attorney with Reaud, Morgan, and Quinn in Beaumont;
15 question, | believe it was. 15 and we represent the mother and the estate of Ryan
16 Q. (BY MR. COON) Y eah, the documentsunder |16 Rodriguez who was one of the young men who was
17 the subpoena. 17 killed in the Merit trailer. Do you understand,
18 A. lamsorry. | didn't understand it. 18 generaly?
19 But, yeah, these were the documents that | produced 19 A. Yes, gr.
20 and any e-mailsthat | had on a PC was taken by an 20 Q. Okay. | am going to try not to go back
21 investigation team. | don't know who but, you 21 over sort of the specific things that you said, but
22 know, | did al I could to provide what | had to 22 | want to follow up on a couple of things that you
23 any investigation team, not just BP, OSHA, CSB. 23 talked about.
24 Q. Okay. Sol guessit'sfair to say that 24 A. Okay.
25 when | was asking you this morning early on if you 25 Q. And| will tell you just for background,
Page 127 Page 129
1 produced documents responsive to the subpoena. You [ 1 I've sat through alot depositionsand |
2 had, maybe not directly from this subpoenain 2 appreciate, sort of, your candor and your plain
3 particular, but you had attempted to cooperate with 3 spokenesstoday. And for instance, you talked
4 theinvestigative authorities whether they were 4 before about going up to Willie Willisand telling
5 internal or external over the last year? 5 him that you had concerns about where the trailers
6 A. Absolutely. | wastrying to do the best 6 werefrom asafety perspective.
7 that | canto givetheinformation that | have to 7 Do you remember that?
8 help make a change for the better. 8 A. Yes
9 Q. Andindoing that, Mr. Runfola, isthere 9 Q. Okay. And it struck me, and | don't know
10 something that we should have covered today that 10 if it strikesyou that that's pretty brave of a
11 you needed to tell us about you thought it was 11 relatively new hourly employee who's not a safety
12 important for the investigation, and we just 12 professiona to go up to afellow as high up as
13 haven't thought to ask you the right question or 13  Willie Willisand say, "I think there is a danger
14 theright line of questions or in the right manner 14 here. Canyou do something about it?"
15 tolet us know something that you think we all 15 And do you -- did you see yourself
16 should know as part of our investigation? 16 asbeing sort of alittle bit courage in that?
17 A. | can't think of anything that | hadn't 17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 aready been asked. | mean, y'all covered 18 A. Notat all. | waslooking out for the
19 everything that CSB covered, that OSHA covered, 19 safety of myself and others.
20 that Dekelaita, the union covered. And, likel 20 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay. Toyou it came
21 said, | would just like to put al this behind me. 21 sort of naturally?
22 And now that al this has happened, BP has made a 22 A. | would hope it would come natural to
23 big change and they are going in the right 23 anybody.
24 direction. It'sjust not going to happen over 24 Q. That was going to be my follow-up
25 night. 25 question. Did Mr. Willis say anything back to you
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1 about, you know, | have heard alot of this; or, 1 email or approached him personally and told him my
2 you know, you are the first person who has come up 2 concerns.
3 tomeand said, "Boy, thisis potentially 3 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) When you talked about
4 dangerous'? What was his, sort of, reaction in 4 "we'" inthese sessions that y'all would talk about
5 that respect? 5 with Mr. Willis and some of the other senior
6 A. Likel said previously, myself and other 6 management and tell them the problems y'all were
7 peoplein my group have brought up issues to Willie 7 having, who were some of the other peoplein "we"
8 and we call them bitch sessions, but they would -- 8 who, like you, were willing to sort of, you know,
9 they would come by and try to find out what issues 9 beup front with these high level managers?
10 were going on with the maintenance and operations. 10 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
11 And they would come out of their way and they would | 11 A. Sometimeswewereinagroup, a
12 come back with the resolution or tell you, you 12 maintenance group that | worked out of AU-2
13 know, "Hey, thereisreally nothing we can do at 13 maintenance when | brought up the issues and other
14 thistime, or we are working on it; or yes, we have 14 times| was by myself. At sometimes| waswith
15 got asolution and it's taken care of ." 15 KimAstin.
16 And so in that short of period of 16 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Who?
17 time, thetrack record that John Paduh and Willie 17 A. KimAstin.
18 Willisand Ray Hawkins had set with my personal 18 Q. Allright.
19 opinion was that, you know, if you tell them 19 A. | never felt intimidated where, you know,
20 something, they are going to take it somewhere and 20 1 didn't feel like, you know, | could bring up a
21 they aregoing -- if they can't solve it, they will 21 safety issue.
22 at least give you an answer of what took place or 22 Q. What | am getting at though is, | am sure
23 they are till looking into it. 23 you would agree with me, that some people for
24 Q. But you understood, | takeit, that they 24 whatever reason, they don't want to get involved in
25 had their constraints, just like you were at a 25 something that's not they're direct concern or
Page 131 Page 133
1 certainlevel and you could bring your concerns up 1 maybethey are not as comfortable speaking out as
2 only so far that they had constraints, and they had 2 you are, they are not likely to say something in
3 levelsthat they had to try to get to as well. 3 these sessions or maybe not likely to attend these
4 Did you understand that? 4 sessions, but then there are other people like
5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 5 yoursdf, like the gentleman you just said, who are
6 A. | never really thought about it, but when 6 morewilling to go to these people, who would have
7 | approached these people | figured they were high 7 goneto Don Parusif they felt it was necessary
8 enough in management level that they could get the 8 from asafety standpoint. And | am just trying to
9 message to whoever the proper person wasto handle 9 getanideaif you can give me some names so that
10 thesituation. 10 wedon't waste our time talking to the people who
11 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And | takeitthen,you |11 never redly -- you know, who never brought these
12 relied on whoever it was at that higher level, 12 concernsin thefirst place.
13 higher than Willie Willis, if something needed to 13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
14 be done that could only be done at that level that 14 A. That waskind of along answer but --
15 if Mr. Willis couldn't do it, then that higher 15 MR. BROWN: It was aquestion,
16 person would get it done because it was a serious 16 theoretically.
17 concern? 17 A. Yeah, what -- what specifically are you
18 A. If Willie-- 18 asking me?
19 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 19 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) | am asking you: Who do
20 A. If Willie Willis hadn't came to me that 20 you think are the people who from your experience
21 day and told me that he had looked into the 21 were the ones who were most likely and did most of
22 situation with the trailers and that the people 22 the, sort of, talking to the senior management in
23 that put thetrailersin there did the review, if 23 telling them what their concerns were and who would
24 he hadn't done that, | would have went to the plant 24 have been, in your opinion, willing to have gone to
25 manager personally. | would have sent him an 25 Don Parusif that's what they thought was
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1 necessary? 1 Mr. Astin as opposed to somebody who just sort of
2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 2 said, "Yeah, that'sright. What these guys were
3 A. | would have to think as a company, you 3 saying. | agree.”
4 know, these people communicated. And likel said, 4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
5 my track record with Willie, Ray Hawkins, John 5 A. You know, there was probably other
6 Paduh, they would follow-up on issues. Not with 6 people, but with everything | have been through,
7 just me but other people in operations and other 7 dl thetime, al the different jobs, people,
8 people in maintenance. 8 places, and al the people that | worked with then
9 And the impression | was given 9 inthat immediate group, thereisalot of faces.
10 when Willie came to me and explained to me on his 10 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay.
11 follow-up with the trailersisthat it was -- the 11 A. | just couldn' tell you exactly who.
12 impression | was under was maybe it was out of his 12 Q. That'sfine.
13 handsthat it was somebody's doing above him or 13 Y ou talked about these sort of
14 maybe an equal or something where hekind of gave |14 sessions. Werethey on aregular basis, or would
15 metheimpression like he didn't readly have the 15 Mr. Willisjust drop in once in awhile and say,
16 power or something. 16 "Hey, guys, ladies, what's on your mind?' How did
17 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And that's hot -- and | 17 that -- how would they sort of come about?
18 hear what you are saying and one of the things you 18 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
19 sort of, you talked about beforeis| am not going 19 A. Widl, we had weekly safety meetings, and
20 totry to get into why Willie said that and who he 20 we had monthly safety meetings. Typicaly, the
21 might have talked to and, sort of, the truth of 21 weekly safety meetings we would meet in the AU-2
22 that. What | want to get into really is more who 22 control room sometimes -- excuse me, ARU control
23 arethe peoplelike Kim Masson? 23 room. And you could have anyone from aimost any
24 A. Astin. 24 level appear at those safety meetings. The only
25 Q. KimAstin? 25 person | haven't seen personally was John Browne;
Page 135 Page 137
1 A. Astin. 1 but | mean, | have seen some people from England
2 Q. Okay. Andisthat aheor ashe? 2 show up at those safety meetings and they would
3 A. lIt'sahe 3 actually ask if we had any concerns or issues.
4 Q. Okay. Other peoplelike Mr. Astin, who 4 Thiswas prior to the explosion.
5 had been sort of out spoken about wanting to get 5 | mean, and people would express, you know,
6 things changed and willing to speak up, you know, 6 whatever they thought might have been a safety
7 willing to say, "Thisiswhat we think needs to be 7 concern at the time; but sometimes Willie or Paduh
8 done," and then. So we have got yourself, 8 would bein these meetings. And, yeah,
9 Mr. Astin. Who else would you think would sort of 9 sometimes -- and pretty often Paduh and Willie
10 beinthat category? 10 would come out of their way, no scheduled safety
11 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 11 meeting and, you know, ask usif we had any
12 A. | couldn't tell you. | mean, thisguy | 12 problems, if everything was going al right; or
13 worked with closely. When we brought the issues 13 they would drop by to inform us of the resolution
14 up, the other 1& E techs they would agree, they 14 of aproblem that we had brought up earlier. Or to
15 would say, "Yeah, that's not right,” or, "Y eah, we 15 tell us, "Hey, you know, we are still working on
16 need to do something about it." | mean, we may 16 that," or, "Hey, right now there is nothing we can
17 haveinitiated the conversation, but we by far 17 do about it."
18 weren't the only people that commented on it. 18 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay. Did those three,
19 | mean, whether it wasin asmall 19 Hawkins and Willis and Paduh come in around the
20 group or a safety meeting, you know, if you brought |20 same time or was some of them aready there when
21 theissue up everybody would comment or agree, 21 you got there?
22 yeah, you know, we've got a problem. 22 A. | think it was Hawkins first, and then |
23 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And that'swhat | am 23 think it was Willis and then Paduh; but when we got
24 getting at is who would be sort of the leaders or 24 these people, it was a big change in management.
25 theinitiatorsif anybody other than you and 25 You could tell that, you know, suddenly people
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1 wanted to know what your issueswere. Y ou know, 1 corporation was showing in the net profits of
2 thiswas before the explosion. 2 hillions of dollars per year. | know you are not a
3 Y ou could tell that, hey, you 3 budget financial guy, but did you have that
4 know, there are people that care and they are 4 appreciation?
5 trying to get something done. And we would tell 5 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
6 them, "Well, you need to replace this, you need to 6 A. | wasn't-- I'm not into corporate
7 fixthis" They would say, "Well, they allotted 7 businessor news and all that.
8 us, you know, $30 million this turnaround and we 8 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Well, put it thisway.
9 gpent40or50." Andso alot of their concerns 9 If thefacts were to show that in 2004, British
10 waslike asbestos abatement. 10 Petroleum the corporation earned after paying its
11 And they can give you $10 million 11 taxesand its bonuses and its stock options
12 to abate asbestos and you look at the $10 million 12 literally billions of dollars net profit, would
13 worth of work and you think, man, that isn't very 13 that surprise you?
14 much; but alot of that stuff was very, very 14 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
15 expensive. And | believe they were doing the best 15 A. They are aworldwide company. | would
16 they could do with the money at the time. 16 think they make billions of dollars.
17 Q. Andthat'swhat | was sort of trying to 17 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) If that were true, then
18 et at about the higher levels. 18 would you think there is any reason whether it cost
19 | assume you would agree with me 19 ahundred thousand dollars to do the safety --
20 that safety is Number 1 and money shouldn't stand 20 needed safety things or a hundred thousand or a
21 intheway of safety, agreed? 21 hundred million dollars, should money have stood in
22 A. | agree. 22 theway for acompany if it was making billions of
23 Q. Andyet | think you had just from what 23 dollars ayear to do needed safety improvements?
24 you have told me a sense that at some level, who 24 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
25 knows how high, who knows where, there just wasn't | 25 A. Okay. Thebest| cantell youis, they
Page 139 Page 141
1 enough money being allocated to the refinery to get 1 found problems because they started increasing
2 done what needed to be done, correct? 2 inspection. And asthey found critical problem
3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 3 with the unit like ARU they rebuilt four or five
4 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Or at least that's what 4 towersthere. When they started inspecting they
5 you were being told by Mr. Willis? 5 dtarted redlizing, hey, we have problems. So when
6 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 6 they had their next turnarounds, they were spending
7 A. | wasnever told that by Willis. 7 themoney.
8 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay. You had said 8 | don't believe they knew
9 something about they came back and said, "Well, you | 9 everything that was wrong with it. Just like you
10 know, we only had 30 million; and we ended up going | 10 don't know everything that is wrong with your car.
11 over budget? 11 Just becauseit is making one noise, there could be
12 A. That wasjust an example. 12 other things wrong with it. But what they knew and
13 Q. Okay. 13 found to be wrong, it appears to me they made an
14 A. Because, you know, you can't spend more 14 effort to correct it.
15 than you make. Sowhenyou have aturnaround and | 15 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And again, but you
16 you have hundreds of units, okay. And your 16 recognizein all fairness that's based on what
17 spending -- they spent 65 million in the pipestills 17 you're seeing, that's based on what you're being
18 and they were only supposed to spend 30 million, | 18 told and you don't necessarily know what
19 believe. Andthe ARU is something comparable to 19 discussions are taking place at these higher levels
20 that. They were only supposed to spend maybe 30, 20 where decisions are being made.
21 40 million. They wound up spending 60, 65 million. |21 A. | don't know their finances.
22 So they were aready spending way more than they 22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
23 were supposed to, from what | heard. 23 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay.
24 Q. But you understood though that certainly 24 A. | cantel you that as an |& E maintenance
25 by 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, British Petroleum the 25 tech those four units and a couple other units
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1 around me that they were increasing inspection and 1 co-workers, right?
2 forthefirst timeif | worked on aflow 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
3 instrument, | could have access to an inspector 3 A. Wédl, you know, personal safety, it can
4 that would inspect the small piping coming off to 4 rely on whether they shut a unit down to work on
5 my instrument so when | put awrench on there and 5 it; but personal safety also starts with, you know,
6 turnthat fitting that didn't twist off. 6 withme. Youknow, | did the best | could with
7 So we were starting to get 7 what | had and what | found to repair things.
8 meticulous because we knew that certain parts of 8 Now, there was timesthat | felt
9 theunit werekind of starting to wear. And they 9 there wasinstrumentation or things that still
10 were starting to inspect alot of things. And when 10 needed to be repaired and they would start the unit
11 they found things wrong with inspection, they were 11 up and they would say we can fix it on daily
12 spending the money to fix it. Now, | don't know 12 routine maintenance. But personally, | felt it
13  how much was wrong, how much they was allowed to | 13 would be easier to repair it while they were down.
14 spend. All | cantell youiswhat | seen. 14 Now, whether they knew if there
15 Q. But you also saw that there was still a 15 was something critical that needed to be repaired
16 lot of room for improvement, right? | mean, you 16 and had to be done during the shutdown, | couldn't
17 taked about 20 years of lack of maintenance. And 17 tell youthat. | don't know that. But al | know
18 | know you weren't there, so you are, kind of 18 iswhat | found to bewrong, | reported it; and if
19 repeating some hearsay about that. But you 19 | couldfixitinthetimel wasallotted, | would
20 recognize that there had been a history of lack of 20 fixit.
21 maintenance, correct? 21 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) But ultimately whether
22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 22 or not you had that time was a decision being made
23 A. | couldtell you by the looks of some 23 by somebody at that level?
24 units, ISOM and ARU, that it took aperiod of years | 24 A. Aboveme.
25 for them to get in that condition. 25 Q. Right. Maybe close to above you. Maybe
Page 143 Page 145
1 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And it would take, 1 far aboveyou?
2 presumably, yearsto get it back into proper 2 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
3 condition? 3 A. | don't know how it works.
4 A. Yeah, it'snot going to be over night. 4 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Wéll, you know you had a
5 Q. But -- and here'swhere | am going with 5 boss, right?
6 room for improvement. They still kept running the 6 A. Right.
7 units, right? Somebody at some level could have 7 Q. And your boss had a boss, right?
8 madethat decision. We are going to stop this 8 A. Right.
9 unit. We are going to lose some money, but we are 9 Q. Wego up to Willie Willis, but even he
10 going to take the time and we are going to get it 10 hasaboss, Don Parus, right?
11 fixed and we are going to get those critical alarms 11 A. Right.
12 inspected before we start it back up, right? 12 Q. And then Parus has a boss.
13 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 13 Do you even know who Parus' boss
14 A. They have people that make decisions on 14 was?
15 when units start and when they run. Now, whether 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 those people know everything involved, | don't 16 A. It'snot really important for me to know
17 know. | don't know if they have a detailed 17 whohisbossis.
18 information of recommended maintenance or things 18 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) | understand. And then
19 that need to befixed. My job was an I& E tech. 19 somewhere at the end of the line comes Lord Browne?
20 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) | understand. 20 A. Right.
21 A. | would report what | found, and | worked 21 Q. You had testified before that you made
22 with animmediate group. 22 some notation on the work order -- thisis going
23 Q. But you would expect that they would have 23 back to when you were told well, we're going to
24 the procedures in place to get this knowledge for 24 start the unit up. You are not going to havetime
25 your own personal safety aswell asfor your 25 todothis. Could you elaborate alittle more,
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1 what wasthiswork order? Areyou talking about a 1 wentto Larry Morrison -- Lenny Morrison?
2 pieceof paper? Wasit somekind of acomputer 2 A. Leonard Morrison. Yes.
3 notation? What did you write, that sort of thing? 3 Q. Did|I get that, right?
4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 4 A. Yeah.
5 A. Asfar aswork orders, any work order 5 Q. Okay. Canyou, again, just elaborate a
6 that | received, anything that | found on that job, 6 little bit on what happened when you told thisto
7 if | repaired it, if there was parts on order or if 7 Mr. Morrison, what did he get back to you? Sort of
8 | couldn't figure out what the problem was, | wrote 8 like what was the response as you described
9 detailed notes at the bottom of the work order 9 Mr. Willis came back to you with?
10 whichisjust usualy one, maybe two pages. 10 A. Best| remember isLeonard Morrison said,
11 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Okay. 11 "I will takecareof it." Hesaid, "Goto ARU."
12 A. And it's got about a paragraph worth of 12 He handed us a stack of work orders and instrument
13 linesfor comments. And then sometimes| would 13 lists. And we went to ARU because there was alot
14 fill that paragraph up. Sometimes not. Sometimes 14 of work to be done at ARU. Actually, that's where
15 | would add on another page. 15 thebulk of our work was ARU.
16 Q. Areyou talking about alittle piece of 16 Q. And| think thiswas -- you described it
17 paper? Not acomputer screen? You aretalking 17 asheing acouple of days, two or three, more or
18 about -- 18 lessdays before the explosion?
19 A. No, thisisaphysical piece of paper -- 19 MR. BROWN: Objection to form.
20 Q. Okay. 20 A. Thebest | can remember it was -- it
21 A. --that | would write detailed notes of 21 could have been two or three days prior to the
22 the equipment or instrumentation that | worked on. 22 explosion.
23 And | would turnit in to my supervisor. Sometimes | 23 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Sure. Did you ever hear
24 | would sign the bottom of these just verifying 24 back from Mr. Morrison? In other words, after he
25 that that was me. Thisisnot verifying that the 25 had said, "y'adl go off and go work on the NDU,"
Page 147 Page 149
1 jobiscomplete; butit's verifying that | looked 1 did he ever come back and say, you know, "Here's
2 aitandthisiswhat | found, that was a solution 2 why they are starting it up," or "We are going to
3 or whatever it may have been. 3 gettoit next week?' Was there any follow-up of
4 Q. Okay. And when you say your supervisor, 4 that conversation either way?
5 that would be Lenny Morrison? 5 A. Tothe best of my knowledge, | don't
6 A. Yes, dir. 6 remember any follow-up.
7 Q. And do you know what Mr. Morrison would 7 Q. Okay. Didyou ever hear back from
8 ordinarily do with those, in terms of 8 Ray Hawkins about the trailers? In other words,
9 recordkeeping, BP recordkeeping, as far asyou 9 you talked about how Mr. Willis came back to you
10 know? 10 andsaid it was out of his hands, whatever you
11 A. 1don't know what he did with them. 11 tedtified to before. Did you ever hear back from
12 Q. Andyou had mentioned that you and Eddie 12 Mr. Hawkins?
13 Martinez went up to Mr. Morrison because you wanted| 13 A. Actualy on the day that Willie came back
14 totest those remaining criticals, but you were 14 and followed-up, after he left | went and spoke
15 being told that, no, unit was being started up 15 with Mr. Hawkins and told him what Willie said.
16 ahead of time. Do you recall that? 16 And hegoes, "Y eah, that seems -- that seemsto be
17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 17 theissueisthat these guys went through an MOC or
18 A. | amsorry. Canyou please repeat that? 18 aPHA on thispolicy and they put the trailers
19 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Sure. Accordingtomy |19 there.
20 notes, you said that you were going -- you had a 20 And | told Hawkins, | said, "So
21 day that you were basically set aside to test the 21 whoisthisguy?'
22 remaining critical alarms on the ISOM unit; but 22 And he said it was
23 that you were told that, you know, they are not 23 Martin Risinger.
24 goingtoletusdoit. They are going to start it 24 | said, "Well, what's he doing?"
25 back up instead and that you and Eddie Martinez 25 He said, "WEell, he's the head guy
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1 intheturnaround group." 1 correctly, that basically you had been to different
2 And | said, "so what does he have 2 refineries and different plants; but that you
3 more stroke than you? | mean, you are the 3 didn't even know what a blowdown drum was until
4 superintendent.” 4  after the explosion; is that correct?
5 And he goes, "Unfortunately, heis 5 A. That'scorrect.
6 like an equal and, you know, we don't want the 6 Q. How did you come to find out what this --
7 trailers any more than you do, but right now it's 7 do you know when that blowdown drum was first put
8 kind of like our hands are tied." 8 in?
9 And so | don't know if he said it 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 inthose exact words. 10 A. | don't have any knowledge.
11 Q. Sure. 11 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) How did you first come
12 A. But that's kind of the message | got from 12 tofind out what this piece of equipment was and
13 Willieand Hawkins. And, you know, they werekind |13 whether it was cutting edge versus ancient; or, you
14 of disappointed with the answer they had to give 14 know, what is a blowdown drum?
15 me. They didn't seem happy or like not concerned 15 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
16 or, you know, they were pretty sincere about it. 16 A. After the explosion, after the
17 Q. Andthat's one of the thingsthat | was 17 investigation, after the talk, you know, | have
18 goingto ask youwas. Did Mr. Willisor 18 talked with operations. They have explained to me,
19 Mr. Hawkins ever give you a-- well, you told me 19 you know, what a blowdown drum -- other people who
20 about they told you about sort of what | am going 20 knew or understood the process, explained to me
21 tocdl the bureaucratic answer which isthat this 21 whatitwas. And basicaly, it wasan old
22 other guy followed this other procedure and so it's 22 technology for aflare, but | didn't know that
23 out of my hands. 23 prior to the explosion. Prior to the explosion |
24 Did they ever give you any sort of 24  didn't know what a blowdown drum was.
25 alogical answer like, "Let metell you, 25 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Did anybody talk about
Page 151 Page 153
1 Mr. Runfola, you don't need to be worried about it 1 anytimesin the past that they had had an
2 because, you know, there could never be an 2 opportunity to convert that old technology into a
3 explosion at this particular blowdown drum.” Or in 3 newer technology or into aflare? And | know there
4  other words, did they do anything that made you 4 ishearsay toit.
5 fed likeit was any safer? 5 A. | heard prior to the explosion,
6 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 6 pipefitterstalking about a project that was
7 A. | never heard anything with that kind of 7 supposed to do away with the blowdown drum; but |
8 attitude that you are saying or with that kind of 8 didn't know what processit involved or anything.
9 non-concern, | guess you would say. | am at aloss 9 And | wasredly kind of confused because they was
10 of words. 10 laughing at the fact that they said that Risinger
11 But, you know, what | told you is 11 wanted to put a cap on the blowdown drum and they
12 pretty much what they told me. 12 thought it was ridiculous.
13 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Sure. 13 And | didn't really understand why
14 A. Andlikel said, they were concerned and 14 they thought it wasridiculous. | didn't
15 they didn't brush me off and they seemed 15 understand anything about what they were talking
16 disappointed with the answer they had to give me. 16 about. I just know that supposedly there was a
17 Q. And| asked along bad question, so let me 17 project that Risinger cut out that was supposed to
18 be more specific. Did anybody, Mr. Hawkins or 18 modify or change the blowdown drum, and that's all
19 Mr. Willis, ever tell you anything that convinced 19 | know about it.
20 you that it was actually not as dangerous as you 20 Q. Andwhen you say there was these
21 thought it was? 21 discussions before the explosion, you're saying
22 A. No, they never said anything to that 22 that even before the explosion happened you had
23 extent. 23 taked about, or you heard these pipefitters
24 Q. Okay. When did you first -- you talked a 24 taking, am | correct?
25 little bit about, if | understand my notes 25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
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1 A. | remember hearing one conversation -- 1 known that they've converted from one unit to
2 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Sure. 2 another and expanded it because you could see new
3 A. --with two pipefitters and they were 3 parts. And | would have just guessed that it
4 talking about that project and that's al | 4 wouldn't have been big enough to handle that whole
5 remember. 5 unit, but | didn't know that prior to the
6 Q. Andl amjust trying to focus on one 6 explosion.
7 thingwhichis. Wasthis after the explosion 7 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Do you know much about
8 saying -- where they are talking about what 8 relief valve studies? Doesthat sort of come into
9 Risinger alegedly could have done before, or are 9 your jurisdiction?
10 you saying that even before the explosion happened 10 A. | haveinstaled relief valves.
11 you heard about it and then after the explosion 11 Q. Okay.
12 that kind of triggered your memory, hey, that's the 12 A. | know the purpose behind them.
13 bow of the outcome? 13 Q. Do you know what arelief valve study is?
14 A. | don't know. It could have been before, 14 And the answer may be, | don't know --
15 or it may have been after. | can't really answer 15 A. | have never beenin arelief valve
16 to be specific, to be honest. 16 study, but I can imagine you study the process of
17 Q. Do you recal who the pipefitters were? 17 theunit and you would have to determine where a
18 Do you recdl their names? 18 relief valve would be applicable or aflare would
19 A. Howard Powell and Teddy Robinson. 19 be applicable or whatever piece of equipment. |
20 Q. Andif | understand it correctly -- and | 20 mean, | would have to say that would be done during
21 know at your not a process guy particularly, but 21 a-- somekind of conversion of the unit or the
22 they were -- they were talking about some plan to 22 building, initial construction of a unit.
23 get rid of the blowdown stack in the past and 23 Q. Or perhaps maybe the capacity of avalve?
24 Mr. Risinger's name again came up? 24 That would be something that you would want to
25 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 25 know, correct?
Page 155 Page 157
1 A. All | remember from the conversation is 1 A. Yeah, if | was studying RV and the
2 Risinger, aproject on the blowdown drum and 2 application to a process unit absolutely. Y ou want
3 something about him wanting to put acap on it and 3 toknow the aspects of all the process.
4 that it wastotally ridiculous. And these guys 4 Q. Let mego -- take you back to a ground
5 they have got alot of years you know, 15, 20 years 5 you are more comfortable with, instrumentation,
6 out at the company. So | am sure they know what 6 |I&E. Just asimple explanation for the jury: Why
7 they aretalking about; but at the time, | had no 7 even have ahigh level aarm on that splitter? Why
8 ideawnhat they were talking about. 8 not just have asight glass?
9 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) | wasjust trying to get 9 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
10 your best recollection. 10 A. On..
11 When you said that -- | think you 11 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) On theraffinate
12 said beforethat if you had known what a blowdown 12 gplitter. Thetower.
13 drum was and sort of how it worked that you would 13 A. Okay. Now your question iswhy?
14 have steered clear of it. And | am pretty surel 14 Q. Sure. Just -- can you explain just to
15 know the answer, but why? 15 thejury like you arejust sort of talking to a
16 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 16 green person and they say, "We have got asight
17 A. Waéll, for one, what | know now isthat -- 17 glass. Why do we even need ahigh level alarm on
18 you know, it'slikeif | knew -- if | had known now 18 thetower?' How would you explain it to someone?
19 what | known then or if | had known then what | 19 A. Sight glassisyour primary element.
20 know now, | would have known that ISOM didn't have| 20 That is your most basic and most reliable
21 aflare, okay, and | would have known that their 21 measurement and indication of level. Okay.
22 only means of venting in an emergency situation 22 So whenever you have a question
23 would have been the blowdown drum. 23 about level, thefirst thing you do is verify your
24 And what very little knowledge 24 sight glass and then you verify your other
25 that | knew from the past of ISOM, | would have 25 instrumentation levelswhichis-- or level

40 (Pages 154 to 157)

U.S. LEGAL SUPPORT - HOUSTON
713-653-7100

Electronically signed by Stephanie Barringer (001-253-197-1154)

82bb94e4-54c7-4c98-8973-bc161497e024



DEPOSITION OF JOSEPH RUNFOLA - 5/22/2006

Page 158 Page 160
1 transmitters which isyour indication, secondary 1 singlesight glassall thetimeto visually see
2 indication against the sight glass. 2 thoselevels so they haveto rely on the
3 And an experienced operator should 3 €electronics, correct?
4 beabletolook at asight glassand tell if it'sa 4 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
5 goodleve. If it's--if thelevel is perfectly 5 A. From my past experience, when operations
6 dill, it'savery high percent like 99 percent 6 hasaquestion about alevel, they either look at
7 chancethatit'sabad level. If you seethelevel 7 thesight glass themsalves or they call I& E out and
8 movinginthesight glass like the water movesin a 8 usualy, if they have aquestion if they think
9 swimming pool, that's a good indication that you 9 maybe the transmitter switch is not working, they
10 haveagood level. 10 have already looked &t the sight glass. And we go
11 Q. What'sthe purpose of the high level 11 out and we either support what they are saying or
12 aarm, then, in the tower? 12 wedon't.
13 A. | don't know. 13 And we've got to prove -- it's
14 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 14 like anever ending battle between operations and
15 A. | don't understand the process to know 15 maintenance. You have got to prove that, you know,
16 what -- its function other than if they get alevel 16 they are wrong or your right and why your
17 beyond this point that, you know, there's some 17 instrumentation is accurate or not.
18 reason to be concerned. 18 And they want to know that for
19 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) And of courseif | 19 their own resources that their instrumentation is
20 understand it correctly, though, asyou just said, 20 working correctly.
21 sight glasses can be unreliable, correct? 21 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Were there any other --
22 MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 22 you talked about the MOV's, motor operated valves.
23 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Just asafor instance, 23 Were there problems with the MOV s on the ISOM unit?
24  they can get dirty, right? 24 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
25 A. | have been able to detect levels of 25 A. Notthat | know of.
Page 159 Page 161
1 dirty sight glasses. It'shard. You haveto use 1 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) What about on the other
2 flashlight and it can be difficult; but | would say 2 units of the other four that you were looking at?
3 out of probably hundreds of sight glassesthat | 3 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
4 havelooked at, | have only ran into one or two 4 A. Yeah, we had problems on MOBs with the
5 that maybe you redly couldn't -- that | couldn't 5 ARU. That | don't know if they didn't work. In
6 tell therewasalevel inthere or not they were so 6 one case they had one that was replaced or
7 dirty. 7 installed, but it had all the automatic controls
8 Q. From adirt perspective. You could aso 8 hooked up to it but they were still accessible by
9 have some sort of aplug or some sort of a problem 9 operations.
10 withthe-- 10 Operations could actually climb up
11 A. Right. But that's how you can -- if your 11 there and open and close them. But if | remember
12 sight glassis plugged up, you wouldn't see any 12 right, | guess there was maybe six MOVsin ARU and
13 movement in the level of the glass. If thereisa 13 maybe two out of six didn't work with automated
14 good leve, you will always see movement in the 14 controls.
15 level becauseit'sjust like abig swimming pool. 15 But before the explosion, we were
16 Bigtank. It's never perfectly still. 1t aways 16 given awork order and we rebuilt the entire motor
17 bouncesalittle bit. That'sagood indication of 17 controlsfor those MOV, al the components with
18 agood level inasight glass. 18 brand-new wiring, brand-new electrical components.
19 Q. But one of the reasons -- tell meif I'm 19 They were calibrated and stroked and verified a
20 wrong. 20 couple of times before they were brought up after
21 One of the reasons you have 21 the-- theturnaround from ARU. So...
22 €lectronic instrumentation is because, for 22 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Back to thetrailersfor
23 instance, if you are starting up a unit; and you've 23 asecond.
24 got one person at a control board trying to start 24 After the explosion did anybody,
25 up aunit, they can't walk out and look at every 25 Risinger, Hawkins, Willis, ever come up to you and
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Page 162 Page 164
at 3:14 p.m., ending with Tape 4.
(Deposition concluded.)

say, you know, "I want to talk to, you know, | -- 1
you know that you brought this to our attention 2
before it happened and let me tell you some more. 3
Let mefill inthegaps. Let metell youl am 4
sorry there more wasn't done," anything like that? 5
MR. BROWN: Objection, form. 6

A. | never had anybody approach mein that 7
way. 8
Q. (BY MR. WERNER) Did you ever approach 9

10 anybody, whether it would have been those three or 10
11 even somebody else, Mr. Parus, Ms. Lucas, 11
12 Mr. Maclean and say, "I would just like to know, | 12
13 brought thisto Willis and Hawkins and they told me | 13
14 that Risinger had sort of gotten involved and 14
15 squashed it. Do you know what happened? Haveyou | 15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OCoOoO~NOUhWNE

16 looked into this?'

17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.

18 A. Not necessarily in the way that you are

19 asking.

20 Q. (BY MR. WERNER) How then?

21 A. Butl did approach Charlie Logan after

22 the explosion and told him, you know, | am not

23 happy to tell you that | told you so. Not that

24 Charlie was directly -- or responsible for it, but

25 hewasjust one of the people that we had expressed

Page 163 Page 165
1 our concernsto about the trailers. EXAMINATION
2 And’ you knOW, he was -- he was CHANGES AND SIGNATURE
3 lost for words and tears. And if | remember, he
4 said something to the extent that he wouldn't --
5 didn' think that anything like this could ever
6
7
8
9

=

PAGE LINE CHANGE REASON

happen.
Q. Andwho was Mr. Logan again?
A. |think hewasa-- likealower line

supervisor for AU-2 maintenance.
10 Q. Soyou havetakedto Mr. Logan,
11 Mr. Willis, Mr. Hawkins, then Mr. Risinger you were
12 told, sort of got in the loop because Mr. Hawkins
13 and Mr. Willisgot to him. Do you know of anybody
14 else who had heard directly or indirectly heard
15 your concerns about the trailers other than those
16 four peoplein management?
17 MR. BROWN: Objection, form.
18 A. Notin management. Not that | can
19 remember.
20 MR. WERNER: All right. Thank
21 you, sir. | appreciate it.
22 MR. BROWN: Nobody €else, | guess.
23 Okay. We will reserve questions
24 until the time of trial. JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA
25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Off the record 25
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1 I, JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA, have read the foregoing 1 . -
2 d iti d hereby affix mv signature that i 2 Th_at_ pursuant to |nf0rmat| ongivento the
€position and hereny y Signature samels deposition officer at the time said testimony was
3 trueand correct, except as noted above. 3 taken, the following includes the parties of record:
4
4 FOR PLAINTIFFS JAIME ANDREADE, ET AL .
5
5 JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA Mr. Brent Coon
6 Mr. Eric Newell
6 Mr. Larry Sarten
THE STATE OF ) 7 Brent Coon & Associates
7 3550 Fannin
8 Beaumont, Texas 77701
COUNTY OF ) Fax: 409-833-4483
8 9 Telephone: 409-835-2666
. 10
9 Before me, , on this day 11 FOR PLAINTIFFS RHONDA DARLENE HEICKMAN,
10 personally appeared JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA, known to me or INDIVIDUALLY AND AS DEPENDENT
12 ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF RYAN
11 proved to meon the oath of - or through RENE RODRIGUEZ:
12 (description of identity card or other 13
13 document) to be the person whose name is subscribed Mr. John Werner
14 to theforegoing instrument and acknowledged to me M ek e ou
0 €going g Reaud, Morgan & Quinn
15 that he/she executed the same for the purpose and 15 801 Laurel Street
16 consideration therein expressed. 1B e 2000
17 Given under my hand and seal of office on this Telephone: 409-838-1000
18 _ dayof , g
19 FOR DEFENDANT JE MERIT;
20 19
Mr. Joshua Anderson
21 NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR 20 Ebenks, Smith& Carlson
THE STATE OF 2500 Five Houston Center
22 21 1401 McKinney
A . Houston, Texas 77010
My Commission Expires: 22 Fax 713-333-4600
23 Telephone: 713-333-4500
23
24 Y
25 25
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1 CAUSE NO. 05CV 0337 1 APPEARANCES
2 MIGUEL ARENAZA, ELIZABETH ) IN THE DISTRICT COURT (Continued)
RAMON, DAVID G. CROW and ) 2
3 JUANITA G.CROW, etd. ) 3
4
4Vs ) Z2TH HIDICIAL DISTRICT FOR FLUOR ENTERPRISES d/b/a FLUOR
5 BPPRODUCTSNORTH AMERICA ) 5 GLOBAL SERVICES:
INC., B.P. CORPORATION ) 6 Mr. Chris Verducci
6 NORTH AMERICA INC.,, DON ) Locke, Liddell & Sapp, LLP
PARUS, AND JEMERIT ) 7 3400 JP Morgan Chase Tower
7 CONSTRUCTORS, INC. ) GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS 600 Travis Street
8 ~_CAUSE NO. 05CV0337-A 8 Houston, Texas 777002-3095
9 :\L\JA%Eé SZ 3Arxz/loc(;go EXPLOSION ) IN THE DISTRICT COURT Fax: 713-223-3717
10 COORDINATED DISCOVERY ) 212TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 9 Telephone: 713-226-1200
PROCEEDINGS 10
1 ) GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS 11 FOR DEFENDANT BP PRODUCTSNORTH AMERICA, INC.:
12 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE 12 Mr. Tony Brown
ORAL VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF McLeod, Alexander, Powel & Apffel
13 JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA 13 802 Rosenberg
MAY 22, 2006 P. O. Box 629
14 | Seohanie Barringer. Certified Shorthand 14 Galveston, Texas 77553-0629
, Stephanie barringer, Certiti orthan Fax: 409-762-1155
15 Reporter in and for the State of Texas, hereby . 7R3
certify to the following: 15 Telephone: 409-763-2481
16 16 -and -
That the witness, JOSEPH J. RUNFOLA, was duly 17 i
17 sworn and that the transcript of the deposition isa Ms. Cynthia Del aughter
true record of the testimony given by the witness; 18 Fulbright & Jaworski
18 1301 McKinney, #5100
That the deposition transcript was duly 19 Houston, Texas 77010-3095
19 submittedon____ to the witness or to the Fax: 713-651-5246
% attgrney for the V\gtn&ssfor examination, signature, 20 Telephone: 713-651-5151
and return to me y _ . 21
21 That the following is the computer-cal cul ated 22
amount of time used by each party at the time of the . .
22 deposition: That acopy of this certificate was served on
23 Mr. Coon (2 hours, 46 minutes) 23 4l parties shown herein on and
Mr. Werner (43 minutes) filed with the Clerk.
24 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 24
25 25
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The original deposition was/was not returned to
the deposition officer on

If returned, the attached Changes and Signature
page(s) contain(s) any changes and the reasons
therefor.

If returned, the original deposition was
delivered to Mr. Christopher Dean at the Williams &
Bailey law firm as the custodia attorney.

$ is the deposition officer's
chargesto the Plaintiffs for preparing the original
deposition and any copies of exhibits;

The deposition was delivered in accordance with
Rule 203.3, and a copy of this certificate, served on
all parties shown herein, was filed with the Clerk.

Certified to by me on this day of
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1
| further certify that | am neither counsel for,
2 relafed 0, nor employed by any of the partiesin the
actiol hich this proceeding was taken, and
3 further ﬂ%) not financially or otherwise
interested outcome of this action.
4
FL@ certhn N requirements pursuant to
5 Rule 203 ofthe T@%of Civil Procedure will be
col W ter t e occurred.
6 Wf"
f@ to b@ )n ﬂé/ day of
7 Q ﬁ)\
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10 //) / /}/ 6\
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11 gjé CSR 6@
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Firm Regi
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14 Main number: 71
Fax number: 713/65 «ﬁ43 /) 'O/‘
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16 (024
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18 7L
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23
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FURTHER CERTIFICATION UNDER TRCP RULE 203

Stephanie Barringer, CSR

21 Texas CSR 6198
Expiration: 12/31/06

22 U.S. Legal Support
Firm Registration: 122

23 519 N. Sam Houston Pkwy., Ste. 200
Houston, Texas 77060

24 Main number: 713/653-7100
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